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Meeting With American Indian Leaders 


The President’s Remarks to a Group of Indian Leaders 
in the East Room. July 16, 1976 


Secretary Kleppe, let me welcome each and every one of 
you to the White House this afternoon. I am extremely 
happy to have the opportunity to meet with you individ- 
ually as well as collectively, and I am very proud to have 
the distinguished leaders and the elected representatives 
of America’s Indian tribes here in the East Room of the 
White House. 

I looked over your schedule and I hope from the dis- 
tinguished speakers that spoke with you that you have 
had an informative briefing session, not only with Secre- 
tary Kleppe, but the others—those who were responsible 
for some of the Government Indian programs. I think it 
is vitally important that you tell us what your problems 
are, what your needs are, and then we can be fully in- 
. formed as to the right policies and the right programs. 

Let me take just a few minutes to talk with you on a 
personal basis, to let you know of my personal concern 
for the needs of Indians and native Americans, The Fed- 
eral Government has a very unique relationship with you 
and your people. It is a relationship of a legal trust and 
a high moral responsibility. That relationship is rooted 
deep in history, but it is fed today by our concern that 
the Indian people should enjoy the same opportunities as 
other Americans, while maintaining the culture and the 
traditions that you rightly prize as your heritage. 

That heritage is an important part of the American cul- 
ture that we are celebrating in this great country in our 
Bicentennial Year. Your contribution has been both mate- 
rial and spiritual. Your ancestors introduced settlers not 
only to new foods and new plants, but to Indian ways of 
life and Indian values which they absorbed. This is a year 
for all of us to realize what a great debt we individually 
and collectively owe to the American Indians. 


Today, you are concerned about such serious problems 
as poverty, unemployment, crime, poor health, and un- 
suitable housing on Indian reservations. I share your con- 
cern. I am hopeful about the future and about what we 
can achieve by continuing to work together. 

The 1970’s have brought a new era in Indian affairs. 
In the last century, Federal policy has vacillated between 
paternalism and the threat of terminating Federal re- 
sponsibility. I am opposed to both extremes. I believe in 
maintaining a stable policy so that Indians and Indian 
leaders can plan and work confidently for the future. 

We can build on that foundation to improve the op- 
portunities available to American Indians, and, at the 
same time, make it possible for you to live as you choose 
within your tribal structure and in brotherhood with your 
fellow citizens. 

We have already begun to build. My administration is 
supporting the concept of allowing Indian tribes to de- 
termine whether they and their members in addition to 
being under tribal jurisdiction should be under State or 
Federal civil and criminal jurisdiction. 

I have directed the Departments of Justice and Interior 
to draft legislation which would accomplish this goal effi- 
ciently, effectively, and within adequate guidelines. They 
have solicited the views of the Indian community in pre- 
paring their recommendations which I will soon send to 
the Congress. 

I am committed to furthering the self-determination 
of Indian communities but without terminating the spe- 
cial relationship between the Federal Government and the 
Indian people. I am strongly opposed to termination. Self- 
determination means that you can decide the nature of 
your tribe’s relationship with the Federal Government 
within the framework of the Self-Determination Act, 
which I signed in January of 1975. 

Indian tribes, if they desire, now have the opportunity 
to administer Federal programs for themselves. We can 
then work together as partners. On your part, this requires 
initiative and responsibility as you define your tribal goals 
and determine how you want to use the Federal resources. 
On the Federal Government's part, self-determination for 
Indian tribes requires that Federal programs must be flex- 
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ible enough to deal with the different needs and desires 
of individual tribes. 

In the past, our flexibility has been limited by the lack 
of effective coordination among departments and agencies 
offering a wide variety of programs and services to the 
Indian people. Programs serving both reservation and 
non-reservation Indians are spread across half a dozen 
different Cabinet departments involving agencies ranging 
from the Economic Development Administration to the 
Federal Aviation Administration. 

As many of you know, this is Ted Marrs’ last day on 
the White House staff. Ted’s service as White House 
Liaison for Indian Affairs has been invaluable to me as 
President and to the Cabinet officers and, I am confident, 
to the Indian community. With his departure, I will an- 
nounce shortly the name of a person who will assume Ted 
Marrs’ duties in the Office of Public Liaison in the area 
of Indian affairs. This appointee will be an individual 
with responsibility to work with the Cabinet officers, with 
the Office of Management and Budget, with the Domes- 
tic Council, and with my legal office to encourage the 
improved coordination of the various Federal agencies 
and programs that currently serve the Indian population. 

As an additional step in this direction, I am also send- 
ing a memorandum to the heads of all Cabinet depart- 
ments with Indian responsibilities, directing them to give 
priority attention to the coordination of Indian programs. 
These two actions will help to ensure that $11 billion 
spent annually on Indian programs and services will 
be spent efficiently, with cooperation, and without 
duplication. 

An important task we can help you with is the challenge 
of economic development of your lands. I congratulate 
you on the initiative that you have shown. I pledge en- 
couragement. I pledge help in your efforts to create long- 
term economic development. 

Many Indian reservations contain valuable natural re- 
sources. There must be the proper treatment of these re- 
sources with respect for nature, which is a traditional 
Indian value. My Attorney General has established an 
Indian resources section whose sole responsibility is liti- 
gation on behalf of Indian tribes to protect your natural 
resources and your jurisdictional rights. 

Indian leaders and the Indian people have gained an 
increasing skill in managing these resources so they bene- 
fit your tribes and our Nation as a whole. I wholeheart- 
edly and unequivocally pledge our cooperation in work- 
ing with you to improve the quality of Indian life by pro- 
viding soundly managed programs and a stable policy. 

We can make the rest of the 1970's decisive years in the 
lives of the Indian people. Together, we can write a new 
chapter in the history of this land that we all serve and 
this land that we all share. 

I thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:15 p.m. in the East Room at the 


White House. Following his remarks, the President hosted a recep- 
tion for the Indian leaders in the State Dining Room. 


Visit of Chancellor Helmut Schmidt of 
the Federal Republic of Germany 


Exchange of Toasts Between the President and 
Chancellor Schmidt at a Reception Honoring the 
President on Board the German Training Ship 
“Gorch Fock.” July 16, 1976 


CHANCELLOR ScumoipT. Mr. President, Mrs. Ford, ladies 
and gentlemen: 

I am delighted to welcome you here this evening aboard 
the Gorch Fock. We feel highly honored by the fact that 
you, Mr. President, and Mrs. Ford have accepted my in- 
vitation, thus underlining the special character of this 
ship’s presence in Baltimore as well as the significance of 
our personal meeting to mark the Bicentennial. 

Let me please answer a question which is always being 
asked about this ship. Gorch Fock, whose proper name was 
Johann Kinau, died on 31 May 1916 on board the cruiser 
Wiesbaden in the battle of Jutland during the First World 
War. He is not so well known here in America as in my 
native city of Hamburg where he recounted heartwarm- 
ing stories of the life at sea. 

The title of his most successful book is “Seafaring Is 
Necessary.” This motto, under which seaports like Ham- 
burg and Baltimore have become great, may today in the 
age of space travel and intercontinental missiles appear 
to have lost some of its significance. But one thing is cer- 
tain—navigation was necessary for the discovery of Amer- 
ica, and it has always featured prominently in the 200- 
year history of the United States. 

Over the centuries, navigation was the only means of 
maintaining the links between the New World and the 
old continent. That is why on the occasion of the Bicen- 
tennial I do find it appropriate to mark the bond between 
Germany and the United States with a visit to this sailing 
ship. 

Even today, in the age of flying machines, we cannot 


-imagine the close economic cooperation we all desire 


without efficient maritime communications. The North 
Atlantic is the most important route for trade between 
America and Europe in both directions. 


This world trading route, like others such as the old 
route around the Cape of Good Hope, is at the same time 
of eminent strategic importance. The security of the demo- 
cratic countries of Europe, which are linked in friend- 
ship with America, depends very much on these sea routes 
being safeguarded. And this calls for the maintenance of 
an adequate maritime presence. 

To this latter we Germans are making our contribu- 
tion. With our Federal Navy and the men of this training 
ship who are preparing for their future responsibilities, we 
are helping to fortify NATO’s northern flank. 

This training ship of the Federal Navy did take part in 
the Operation Sail parade in New York as part of our 
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contribution to the festivities marking the Bicentennial of 
the United States. 

The fighting, yet sporting spirit which led the captain 
and his crew to victory is admired just as much in Ger- 
many as it is here. To all of you, many thanks for that. 

When I heard you were to moor in Baltimore, it was 
the obvious thing for me, coming as I do from Hamburg, 
to invite my American guests here. May the fact that we 
meet today aboard this ship make us conscious of the fact 
that Americans and Germans are in the same boat. 
[Laughter] 

Ladies and gentlemen, like the master of a ship, also 
the political leader has the task of guiding the ship en- 
trusted to him safely through often stormy waters. At cer- 
tain intervals he is faced with the question of whether he 
will stay at the helm. Usually at such times strong cross- 
winds are blowing. But it is the task of the political leader, 
as of the seamen, to cope with all the winds—both must 
even love storms a little if they like their profession. 

On this note, I wish us all, and I personally wish you, 
Mr. President, at all times bon voyage. 

THE PresweNnt. Thank you very, very much, Mr. 
Chancellor, Mrs. Schmidt, Captain von Stackelberg, dis- 
tinguished guests: 

In the atmosphere of the outstanding Baltimore Har- 
bor, the atmosphere of Fort McHenry, and the wonderful 
ship on which we are enjoying ourselves this evening, I 
thank you for your kind and gracious remarks. And I 
express to you, Mr. Chancellor, and to Mrs. Schmidt, the 
very best wishes of Mrs. Ford and myself and all 215 mil- 
lion Americans. 

About a year ago, I had the privilege of making some 
comments over at Fort McHenry, which is a very integral 
part, now, but even more importantly, a very vital part 
of the Port of Baltimore in the difficulties we had with 
Great Britain back in the War of 1812. And looking at 
Fort McHenry today, one can’t help but get the feeling 
that it represents the kind of spirit which was so prominent 
during our Bicentennial experience over the Fourth of July 
when there seemed to be an upsurge, a tremendous move- 
ment among the American people to have a reaffirmation 
of our true patriotic feeling in this country. 

And I wish to thank you, Mr. Chancellor, for the gen- 
erous gift and the thoughtfulness of you and the people 
from the Federal Republic on behalf of our 200th 
anniversary. 

May I say to Captain von Stackelberg that you deserve 
congratulations for winning the contest between Bermuda 
and Newport. Mrs. Ford and I had the opportunity to 
view by helicopter and, to some extent, from the deck of 
the Forrestal the Operation Sail and the tall ships. 

As we looked from the air, particularly, we had the 
feeling that the many ships representing many countries 
gave us the feeling that if you, in a good naval exercise, 
could operate in that somewhat limited area without in- 


cident and with success it ought to be an inspiration for 
those of us in government to do the same as we try to meet 
the problems, both at home as well as throughout the 
globe. 

So, I congratulate you on winning, but I also congratu- 
late you, representing all of the tall ships that participated 
in Operation Sail in New York Harbor. 

Let me conclude by simply saying to you, Mr. Chan- 
cellor, it has been my privilege and pleasure to meet with 
you on a bilateral basis three times and it has been an 
equally fine experience for us to be together in multilateral 
experiences eight times. 

I can say without hesitation or qualification, the per- 
sonal relationship, the relationship on a bilateral basis 
between your country and mine, couldn’t be better. And 
I thank you personally, and I thank you on behalf of all 
Americans for the close alliance between your country and 
ours, a friendship, a rapport, and a dedication which does 
more for freedom, does more for the good things in this 
globe, than any relationship that I know. 

May I say to the captain and to his crew and to your 
country, I hope and trust that you will have fair winds 
and a following sea. 

NOTE: The exchange of toasts began at 8 p.m. on board the 


Gorch Fock, which was anchored in Baltimore Harbor in Baltimore, 
Md. 


Hartford, Connecticut 


The President’s Remarks at the Connecticut State 
Republican Convention. July 17, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Fred, Senator Lowell 
Weicker, Congressman Ron Sarasin, Congressman Stu 
McKinney, Governor John Lodge, distinguished party 
leaders, delegates, alternates, and guests, and Pearl 
[Bailey]: 


Pearl, I understand you gave quite a speech last night. 
Pearl is our American ambassador of love. You will be a 
tough act to follow. But it’s great to have a person who 
portrays the finest image of America around the world and, 
Pearl, I thank you not only for what you have done but 
what you are going to do. 

It’s a very high honor and a great personal privilege to 
speak to the people of Connecticut and to have an oppor- 
tunity of addressing this great Republican convention in 
the State of Connecticut. It has been wonderful to be 
here all morning and to see so many of my old friends. 

Quite a few years ago, I had the privilege of living for 
approximately 6 years in the State of Connecticut, where 
I worked and learned. And as a result, I have tremendous 
admiration and affection for the people of Connecticut, 
and I thank you for this very, very warm welcome. 
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The long series of primaries and State conventions come 
to a conclusion today, here in Connecticut, and across the 
continent to Utah. This healthy and vigorous competition 
has taught us much about the mood of the American 
people in 1976. 

Here in Connecticut, as in all 50 States, there is a 
growing feeling of confidence in the future. The Ameri- 
can people feel good about themselves and about their 
country. The Bicentennial celebration reached its climax 
2 weeks ago and revealed a spirit of harmony, good will, 
and optimism about America which had been eclipsed 
during the turmoil of the last decade and a half. It comes 
as no surprise to me for all our past troubles we have 
emerged as a stronger and wiser people. 

The American people, the descendents of the hardiest 
stock of many, many nations, have a deep reservoir of 
strength which has served the Nation well for the past 
200 years and will serve us well in the future as we move 
forward for the betterment of our country and for man- 
kind as a whole. 

That powerful American spirit brought us through the 
worst economic crisis America has faced in 40 years. Two 
years ago, inflation was running at a rate of more than 
12 percent. Thousands of men and women were being 
laid off. A climate of fear threatened to engulf our people. 
What has happened since August of 1974? 

Inflation has been cut in half. Since the bottom of the 
recession last year, 3,400,000 of our fellow Americans 
have found new jobs or gotten their old jobs back, and 
more people are being added to payrolls each and every 
day. More people have been on the job in America in 1976 
than ever in the history of this great country. We have 
broken the back of the recession. Everything that is sup- 
posed to be going up is going up and everything that 
should be going down is going down. 

We are in the full surge of a strong recovery. We look 
with confidence to an era of enduring prosperity without 
the cruel tax of runaway inflation. That’s a good record. 
I am proud of it, but there is more good news. 


Two years ago, America was mired in what seemed like 
an endless war in Southeast Asia. After a decade in which 
the Congress had consistently shortchanged America’s 
defenses, the future of our military strength was in danger. 

In August of 1974, America’s will to respond to inter- 
national challenges was being called into question by 
allies and adversaries alike. What has happened since 
August of 1974? 


Today, America is at peace. There are no American 
boys fighting anywhere on the face of the Earth, and I 
will keep it that way. 

I have proposed the two largest defense budgets in his- 
tory, reversing the trend of the last decade in order to 
ensure that our military capability commands the respect 
of every nation. A strong military capability is the best 
insurance for peace, and we are going to keep that De- 


fense Department ready, able, and effective in order to 
maintain the peace! in the future. This is 2 years of prog- 
ress despite a Democratic Congress that fought us every 
step of the way. 

Two years ago, the people’s confidence in their govern- 
ment, especially in the White House, had been shattered. 
What has happened since August of 1974? 

The Ford administration has been open, candid, forth- 
right. In my administration, ability is not enough. Ex- 
perience is not enough. Dedication is not enough. In all 
that we do, in everything we undertake, I require integ- 
rity, decency, and honesty. Private morality and public 
service can and must go hand-in-hand. 

In the past 2 years, we have passed from war to peace, 
from recession to recovery, from tragedy to trust, from fear 
to faith in America. This is performance, not promise. 
This is a record that will be supported by the American 
people—Democrats, Independents, and Republicans. It 
will lead us to victory in 1976. 

What about the future? What challenges will we de- 
mand of ourselves as we enter the third century of this 
great American adventure? 

First of all, we must create a better balance in our so- 
ciety. We must introduce a new balance in the relation- 
ship between the individual and the government—a bal- 
ance that favors a greater individual freedom and 
self-reliance. 

We can achieve this better balance by my tax 
proposals in several areas that will create greater equity 
and fairness in our Internal Revenue Code. For example, 
we must increase the personal exemption from $750 to 
$1,000 per person. We must increase the estate tax ex- 
emption from $60,000 to $150,000. Our middle income 
taxpayers need a better break. They have been short- 
changed in the past. 

We must strike a new balance in our system of fed- 
eralism—a balance that favors greater responsibility and 
freedom of action for the leaders of our State and local 
units of government. We must introduce a new balance 
between spending on domestic programs and spending on 
defense, a balance that ensures we will fully meet our ob- 
ligations and our compassion for the needy while also pro- 
tecting our security in a world hostile to freedom. 

In all that we do, we must be honest with the Ameri- 
can people, promising them no more than we can deliver 
and delivering all that we promise. Above all, we must 
face the future together as a party and as a people. It is 
as true today as it was in Lincoln’s day that a house di- 
vided against itself cannot stand. 

For our party, that means joining ranks in a common 
struggle. The Republican Party this year has demon- 
strated throughout America the vigor, vitality, and com- 
petitive spirit on which a dynamic political organization 
thrives. 

Now, we must resolve to stop fighting each other and 
start helping each other. We must resolve to strengthen 


Volume 12—Number 30 








PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 


our party with November victories at every level—from 
the courthouse, to the Statehouse, to the Congress, and to 
the White House. 

We must center our attack not on fellow Republicans 
but on the failures of the Democratic Congress, on the 
Democratic platform, and a Democratic ticket which tries 
to be all things to all people. For our country, the new 
unity we have found must be channeled into common- 
sense action for the common good, but the common good 
in this country must always be reflected in the well-being 
of the individual. 

Every American must have the chance to reach his or 
her full potential, unfettered by excessive bureaucratic 
regulation, by the injustices of discrimination, or by the 
conforming pressures from the giant institutions in our 
society. 

Americans are ready once more for an era of good 
feeling, not in the blind belief that all our problems are 
solved, but in the certain conviction that we can solve 
these problems together. 

We can ensure that older Americans will have nothing 
to fear from the ravages of runaway inflation, from the 
flaws in the social security system, from the threat of 
crime, or from the costly burdens of catastrophic illness. 

We can ensure that the American farmer will continue 
to produce record crops of food and fiber and get a fair 
price in a free worldwide market and ensure at the same 
time that the American consumer will have ample supplies 
and stable prices. 

We can ensure that every working man and woman in 
America who wants a job can find a job—not a Hum- 
phrey-Hawkins dead-end job, but a well-paying job with a 
future generated by an expanding free enterprise economy. 

We can ensure that our young people have an educa- 
tion of high quality and a job worthy of their talents. We 
can ensure that government will again be the capable 
servant, not the meddling master of the American people. 

We can ensure that the American people will continue 
to live in peace, to continue to live in freedom by keeping 
America strong and by standing for what is right through- 
out the world. 

We can achieve these great goals without looking to 
the Federal Government for all the answers and without 
sticking the American taxpayer with all the bills. 

We can do it all and still balance the Federal budget. 
With the right kind of a Congress, with a few more out- 
standing Members of the House and Senate like Lowell 
Weicker, Ron Sarasin, and Stu McKinney, I promise you 
that by fiscal year 1979 we will do just that. 

These are not dim visions of the future. They are the 
proud record of my administration over the past 2 years, 
with the help of your delegation from the State of Con- 
necticut and Lowell and Ron and Stu. Let me thank you 
for having them at my side, and believe me, we sure need 
them back. 
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But this record of progress over the last 2 years will be 
the agenda for my administration in the next 4 years. 
These are my goals. This is my pledge—to lead this Nation 
forward on the path of peace, prosperity, and trust. Join 
me, if you will, on the road to a great victory for the 
Republican Party and for the United States of America 
in 1976. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:30 p.m. in the Bushnell Memorial 
Hall. In his opening remarks, the President referred to Frederick 
K. Biebel, State chairman, Republican Party of Connecticut. 

Prior to his remarks, the President attended a Republican Party 
breakfast reception, a reception for business leaders, and a meeting 
of Connecticut delegates to the Republican National Convention. 


The receptions and meeting were held in the Hilton Hotel in Hart- 
ford, Conn. 


Medicare Extension Bill 


Statement by the President on Signing H.R. 13501 
Into Law. July 19, 1976 


I have signed H.R. 13501, the “Medicare Extension 
Amendments.” Although this bill would, for the most 
part, simply extend certain technical provisions of the 
Medicare law, other portions of the bill will increase 
Medicare payments for physicians’ services above the 
level recommended in my budget without meeting the 
urgent needs of Medicare beneficiaries and taxpayers. 
These deficiencies in Medicare benefits can be corrected 
if the Congress will promptly consider and enact the 
needed reforms proposed in my “Medicare Improvements 
of 1976” which was submitted in February. 

My proposal would provide catastrophic protection 
against large medical bills for all of the 25 million aged 
and disabled who are insured by the Medicare program. 
These beneficiaries would be entitled to unlimited hospi- 
tal and nursing home care and would not have to pay any 
costs above $500 per year for hospital and nursing home 
care and $250 per year for doctors’ fees. This catastrophic 
protection would reduce payments for hospital or phy- 
sician services for 3 million persons in 1977. The compre- 
hensive reforms in the “Medicare Improvements of 1976” 
also include moderate cost-sharing to encourage econom- 
ical use of services, and a limit on Federal reimbursements 
for hospital and physician services in order to help control 
health cost inflation. In total, my proposal would improve 
insurance against really large medical bills while also 
saving the taxpayers $1.5 billion in fiscal year 1977. 

The Congress has also recognized the high priority that 
must be given to economies in the Medicare program. The 
congressional concurrent budget resolution for fiscal year 
1977 calls for $300 million of net savings in Medicare. 
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I am keenly sensitive to the burdens borne by some of 
our elderly and disabled in meeting their medical expenses. 
I believe we should take positive steps to provide better 
protection against catastrophic health costs and inflation 
in health costs. 

Once again, therefore, I urge the Congress to turn its 
attention to meeting the real needs of the aged and of the 
taxpayer and enact the “Medicare Improvements of 
1976” before it adjourns this year. 


NoTE: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 13501) is Public Law 94-368, 
approved July 16, 1976. 


The Vice Presidential Service Badge 
Executive Order 11926. July 19, 1976 


By virtue of the authority vested in me as President of 
the United States of America, and as Commander in 
Chief of the Armed Forces of the United States, it is 
hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. There is established a Vice Presidential 
Service Badge to be awarded in the name of the Vice 
President of the United States of America to members of 
the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, and Coast 
Guard who have been assigned to duty in the Office of 
the Vice President for a period of at least one year sub- 
sequent to December 19, 1974. 

Sec. 2. The Vice Presidential Service Badge may be 
awarded, upon recommendation of the Military Assistant 
to the Vice President, by the Secretary of the Army, the 
Secretary of the Navy, the Secretary of the Air Force, or, 
when the Coast Guard is not operating as a service in the 
Navy, the Secretary of Transportation, to military per- 
sonnel of their respective services who have been assigned 
to duty in the Office of the Vice President. 

Sec. 3. The Vice Presidential Service Badge shall be 
accompanied by a certificate, the design of which is at- 
tached hereto and is made a part of this Order. The Vice 
Presidential Service Badge shall consist of a white en- 
ameled disc surrounded by 27 gold rays radiating from 
the center, 11546 inches in diameter overall. Superim- 
posed on the white disc shall be a gold color device taken 
from the seal of the Vice President of the United States. 
The overall design of the badge shall be as shown at the 
top of the certificate which accompanies the Badge and 
which is attached to this Order. 

Sec. 4. Upon award, the Vice Presidential Service 
Badge may be worn as a part of the uniform of an indi- 
vidual both during and after his assignment to duty in 
the Office of the Vice President. 

Sec. 5. Only one Vice Presidential Service Badge shall 
be awarded to an individual. It may be awarded 
posthumously. 


Sec. 6. Notwithstanding the provisions of Sections 1 
and 2 of this Order, any member of the Army, Navy, Air 
Force, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard, who has been 
assigned to duty in the Office of the Vice President, is 
authorized to wear the Vice Presidential Service Badge 
on his uniform commencing on the first day of duty in the 
Office of the Vice President and thereafter while assigned 
to such duty. 

Sec. 7. Executive Order No. 11544 of July 8, 1970, 
is hereby superseded; however, individuals previously 
awarded a Vice Presidential Service Badge under that 
Order are authorized to continue to wear such badge as 
part of their uniform. 

Geran R. Forp 
The White House, 

July 19, 1976. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 9:47 am.,, 
July 19, 1976] 


NOTE: The design of the certificate, attached to and made a part 
of the Executive order, is printed in the Federal Register of 
July 20, 1976. 


Space Exploration Day, 1976 
Proclamation 4449. July 19, 1976 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

In the last two decades of our Nation’s second century, 
we entered upon the exploration of yet another frontier— 
the corridors of space. Seven years ago, on July 20, 1969, 
this great national effort culminated in a transmission to 
Earth from a quarter million miles distance—“the Eagle 
has landed.” 


The world watched in awe as an American took his 
historic one small step onto the Moon. A dream of thou- 
sands of years had been realized. In keeping with tradi- 
tion, the American presence in that new land was sym- 
bolized by the planting of the Stars and Stripes, which 
proclaimed the benefits of human freedom for the entire 
universe. 


The space programs reflect not only technological skill 
of the highest order, they reflect the best in the American 
character—sacrifice, ingenuity and our unrelenting spirit 
of adventure. We begin our third century with a further 
expression of that combination, the brilliant unmanned 
mission to Mars, the most ambitious of all deep space 
explorations. 

In celebrating the Bicentennial, we have gloried as a 
people in the history of a great and successful venture in 
the human experience. We gave thanks for our blessings 
and offered prayers for the future. It is appropriate that 
we again call upon Divine Providence for guidance and 
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protection in our quest of space and those endless horizons 
in all the centuries to come. 

As we once set about to conquer the wilderness and 
settle our continent, now we set out upon a journey into 
the unknown of our universe. Wherever we reach, we 
will have come in peace for all mankind. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby proclaim Tues- 
day, July 20, 1976, as Space Exploration Day. I urge all 
Americans, and interested groups and organizations to 
observe this day with appropriate ceremonies and 
activities. 

In Wirness WHeEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this nineteenth day of July, in the year of our Lord nine- 
teen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hundred first. 


GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 11:31 a.m., 
July 19, 1976] 


THE PRESIDENT’S 
NEWS CONFERENCE OF 
JULY 19, 1976 


THe Presment. Good afternoon. Before responding 
to your questions, I have two announcements to make. 


REQUEST FOR ACTION ON LEGISLATIVE PROGRAMS 
BEFORE CONGRESSIONAL ADJOURNMENT 


First, I am sending later this week a message to the Con- 
gress calling for prompt action on a number of legislative 
programs that Congress must act on before adjournment. 
I am recommending affirmative action, as quickly as pos- 
sible, on my further tax reduction proposals, on the re- 
maining portions of my energy independence recommen- 
dations, on my stronger anti-crime proposals, and, of 
course, general revenue sharing. 

It seems to me that before Congress adjourns, it must 
undertake a vigorous legislative program if it is to main- 
tain its credibility with the American people. 


LEGISLATIVE PropcsAL To ResTorE PusBLic 
CONFIDENCE IN THE GOVERNMENT 


Secondly, I am sending to the Congress today a recom- 
mendation which would further advance our efforts to 
restore public confidence in the integrity of all three 
branches of the Federal Government, including the execu- 
tive branch, the legislative branch, and the judicial 
branch. It is vitally important—I am determined and I 
trust the Congress is—to ensure that those who hold pub- 


lic office maintain the highest possible standards and are 
fully accountable to the American people for their be- 
havior while in public office. I hope the Congress will act 
very promptly on this legislation. 

I will be glad to answer any questions. 

Helen [Helen Thomas, United Press International]. 


QUESTIONS 
REPUBLICAN PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATION 


Q. Mr. President, do you think that you have the Pres- 
idential nomination now locked up and, if not, do you 
think you will have it by the end of the week? 

THE PResIDENT. I am very encouraged with the results 
over the weekend. I believe that we are getting very close 
right now to the magic number of 1,130. I am confident 
by the time we get to Kansas City, we will have 1,130- 
plus. 

Q. How many delegates do you think you have now? 

Tue Preswent. The best estimate, I think, is 1,103, 
and we expect some more good news this week. Therefore, 
by the time we get to Kansas City, I am confident we will 
have over 1,130. 


PROSPECTS FOR DEFEATING JIMMY CARTER 


Q. Mr. President, is Governor Carter beatable? 

THE Preswent. Absolutely. 

Q. And if so, how? 

THE Presment. By the kind of an affirmative program 
that we have developed in the last 23 months here in the 
White House under the Ford administration. I intend to 
have an affirmative campaign based on the results of turn- 
ing the economy around, achieving the peace, and the 
restoration of public trust in the White House, itself. 


PRESIDENT FORD'S FOREIGN POLICY RECORD 


Q. Mr. President, Jimmy Carter has set forth some of 
his beliefs on foreign policy. Can you tell us whether you 
think there are major differences with what you are doing 
now in foreign policy, and what are they? 

Tue Preswenr. Since I strongly believe that our for- 
eign policy has been a successful one—we have achieved 
the peace, we have the military capability and the diplo- 
matic skill to maintain that peace—I don’t see, from what 
I have read, any legitimate complaints or objections by 
any of my Democratic friends, whether they are the can- 
didates for the highest office or the Members of the 


Congress. 
SELECTION OF VICE-PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE 


Q. Mr. President, sir, do you feel that the selection of 
Walter Mondale as Vice President is going to change your 
selection of a Vice-Presidential candidate? 

THE Presivent. I will make my choice known on the 
Vice Presidency based on the best person that could serve 
as President of the United States. My decision will not be 
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predicated on my Democratic opponent’s recommenda- 
tion of Senator Mondale. 

Q. Mr. President, Mr. Carter took a month to select 
his Vice-Presidential nominee. Will you be able to take 
very long? Will you have enough time to consider? 

THE Present. I have been thinking about this mat- 
ter for some time. I know all of the individuals who are 
being considered very well. I have worked with them, 
known about them. I have studied carefully their records. 
Therefore, it won’t be a last-minute analysis. It will be 
one based on a good many years of experience and oppor- 
tunities to know how they performed in public office or 
otherwise. So, it is not going to be a last-minute decision 
where we winnow out individuals in a 48-hour period. 


ASSESSMENT OF THE CARTER-MONDALE CANDIDACY 


Q. Mr. President, how do you assess the Carter- 
Mondale ticket? 


THE PRESWENT. I think it was obviously the choice of 
the Democratic Convention, which was well organized 
and well put together and well controlled. It is a ticket that 
can be beaten by an affirmative approach that I intend 
to have in setting forth the improvements that I have 
made domestically and in foreign policy during the time 
that I have been honored to be President of the United 
States. 

It is a rather typical Democratic ticket when you add 
up the platform, its endorsement of the record of the 
Democratic Congress, and the comments that I have 
heard, both in the acceptance speeches and in subsequent 
observations. 

Q. Can I follow up? 

THe Present. Sure. 

Q. You said that the ticket—on Saturday, I believe— 
that the ticket tries to be all things to all people. Just what 
did you mean by that? . 

THE Present. Well, if you look at the ticket itself, 
if you look at the platform, and if you look at the record 
of the Democratic Congress, you can’t help but come to 
the conclusion that they want to spend a lot of money 
on the one hand and they talk on the other about some 
restraint in Federal spending. You can take almost any 
one of the many issues, and they are on both sides of the 
issue. So, I think it fits in very precisely with my observa- 
tion that I made on Saturday. 


PRESIDENT FORD’S CAMPAIGN APPROACH 


Q. Mr. President, what is the biggest single issue be- 
tween you and Governor Carter? 


Tue Preswenrt. I am not going to discuss this cam- 
paign from that point of view. I think it is important for 
me to act affirmatively in indicating the results that we 
have accomplished. I will let Mr. Carter decide the 
issues where he has some differences. 


UNIFICATION OF THE REPUBLICAN PARTY 


Q. Mr. President, if you do go to the convention with 
the number of delegates that you think you will go with 
now, is there anything else at the convention that could 
really divide the Republicans there? 

THE Preswent. I would hope not because the Re- 
publican Party does have to be as unified as possible if 
we are going to win the election in 1976. I think that 
unity can be achieved at the convention in Kansas City, 
and I will maximize my effort to accomplish that result. 
Therefore, we will have the job of picking the nominee, 
and I expect to be the nominee. We have to write the 
platform. I hope the platform will be one that all can 
support, and not divisive. And when we leave, we, as a 
party, must be united individually and collectively. 

Q. Mr. President, isn’t that, sir, going to be easier said 
than done though? These Reagan people are very com- 
mitted. They have worked very hard. It is going to take 
more than just going into that convention, isn’t it, and 
saying, “Well come on and be on our side.” What are 
you going to say to them? 

THE Preswent. I think these delegates, all of them, 
the ones that support me and the ones that support Mr. 
Reagan, have a basic philosophical identity. They do rep- 
resent delegates, one group for me and the other for Mr. 
Reagan. But the identity of the philosophy is such that I 
think when the convention is concluded, they can be to- 
gether on the need and necessity for a candidate who will 
put forth their philosophy against that of the opposition. 


VICE-PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE 


Q. Wouldn’t they be a lot happier if you put Mr. Rea- 
gan on the ticket with you? There is going to be a lot of 
pressure on you to do that, is there not? 

THE PreswenT. I am not going to make the judgment 
here as to who will be the Vice-Presidential nominee. We 
will have a good Vice-Presidential candidate and, as I 
said before, we are not going to exclude anybody. 


PRESIDENT FORD’S CAMPAIGN APPROACH 


Q. Mr. President, the Democrats have already signaled 
what direction they are going to go by trying to tie your 
administration with close ties to the Nixon administration. 
How do you intend to handle that problem in the 
campaign and shed that yoke? 

Tue Presment. I am going to use the Ford record of 
23 months, which is a good one, in turning the economy 
around, in achieving the peace and maintaining the peace, 
in the restoration of public confidence in the White House, 
and, hopefully, the restoration of public confidence in the 
other two branches of the Federal Government. 

Q. Inasmuch as you kept on such former Nixon inti- 
mates as Secretaries Kissinger, Simon, and Butz and 
Messrs. Morton, Greenspan, Scowcroft, and Rumsfeld, 
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isn’t their branding of your administration the Nixon- 
Ford administration accurate? 

Tue Preswent. Not at all because I have made the 
final decisions in each case. 


LIBYAN CONNECTION WITH TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS 


Q. Mr. President, does the United States have evi- 
dence or information that President Qadhafi of Libya is 
financing, planning, encouraging, and serving as the 
central point of an international terrorist organization and 
conspiracy? 

THE Preswent. We do know that the Libyan Govern- 
ment has in many ways done certain things that might 
have stimulated terrorist activity, but I don’t think we 
ought to discuss any evidence that we have that might 
prove or disprove that. 


U.S. EFFORTS TO HALT TERRORIST ACTIVITIES 


Q. In the light of what you had to say about the Israeli 
rescue mission, or mission in Uganda, if you have any 
reason to believe that the Libyan Government is encour- 
aging terrorist operations on an international basis, why, 
in the sort of classic phrase, why isn’t the United States 
doing something about it? 

THE PresipENT. We are working in the United Na- 
tions, we are working with many governments in trying 
to put forward a very strong anti-terrorist effort in order 
to stop this kind of very unwarranted, unjustified action 
and we'll continue our efforts in that regard. 


RONALD REAGAN AS A RUNNING MATE 


Q. Mr. President, I would like to follow up on Ronald 
Reagan as a possible running mate. I am sure you read 
the paper every morning, and there is a quote in here 
today from Governor Reagan saying, “Once you become 
the Vice-Presidential candidate, you have no authority 
over yourself,” and he says, “I have expressed disagree- 
ments with a great many things with this administration. 
No, there is just no way, I wouldn’t do it.” 

Doesn’t that really close the door on Ronald Reagan as 
a running mate? 

Tue Preswent. I am not going to pass judgment on 
what his attitude may be. I will simply reaffirm and re- 
affirm very strongly, I am not excluding any Republican 
from consideration as a potential running mate. 


EFFECT OF COMMUNISTS IN ITALIAN GOVERNMENT ON U.S. 
POLICY TOWARD ITALY 


Q. Mr. President, has the United States decided, with 
or without the concert of Germany, France, and Britain, 
not to extend any economic aid to Italy if the Communists 
join the Government in Italy? 


Tue Preswent. I have said on several occasions that 
the United States Government, under this administration, 
would be very disturbed by Communist participation in 
the Government of Italy. For one reason, it would have a 
very, I think, unfortunate impact on NATO which is, 
of course, a very vital part of our international defense 
arrangement. The United States does have apprehension 
on a broader basis for Communist participation in the 
Italian Government. 


VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER’S DECISION NOT TO SEEK 
ANOTHER TERM 


Q. Mr. President, in view of Jimmy Carter’s strength 
in the South and the Northeastern industrial States, pos- 
sibly of crucial importance in your campaign, do you now 
think it may have been unwise for the Republican high 
command and you to have told Vice President Nelson 
Rockefeller to get lost? 

Tue Present. I certainly don’t use your words when 
I describe the situation that you have sought to so 
dramatically describe. 

The decision by Nelson Rockefeller was one that he 
made himself. He has been an outstanding Vice President. 
He has been a close personal friend and adviser, and I 
will, of course, abide by his decision, as I would by any 
others. 

But, I repeat what I said a moment ago, in my looking 
around for a Vice-Presidential running mate, I am not 
excluding anybody. 


EFFORTS TO OBTAIN REMAINING DELEGATES NEEDED FOR 
NOMINATION 


Q. Mr. President, what do you feel your major 
problems are now to hold the nomination? 

THE Preswent. Getting a few more delegates. 

Q. Where specifically are the problems? 

THe PresipeNT. There are around 100 uncommitted 
delegates on a pretty wide geographical basis. Of course, 
Hawaii has 18, Mississippi has 30, and the others are 
spread through a number of other States. So, we are 
going to make a maximum effort to convince individual 
delegates who are uncommitted as well as those two 
major States that have not yet committed themselves. 


U.S.-CHINA TRADE AGREEMENTS 


Q. Mr. President, a question on international trade. 
The American textile industry is very concerned about the 
increase in imports of textiles from the People’s Republic 
of China. They would like you to negotiate a bilateral 
agreement with Peking. What is your view on that? Are 
you doing anything about it? 

Tue Presment. I made a statement about 3 months 
ago that fully covers that. If you will refer back to that, 
it will give you a detailed answer. 
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SELECTION OF VICE-PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE 


Q. Mr. President, can you share with us some of the 
criteria that you will be using in selecting a Vice President? 
You have said here today that you will choose the Vice- 
Presidential nominee only on his basis to become President 
should something happen to you, but will there be other 
criteria as well? 

Tue Preswent. That is the principal one, of course, 
and any other criteria would have to be secondary to that. 
But other criteria might be age, compatibility with my 
own philosophy, the experience both in domestic and 
international affairs. There are a whole raft of potential 
criteria that I think have to be put into the formula. 

Q. Let me ask you, if I can, then, about the process. 
As you know, Jimmy Carter had a well-publicized audi- 
tion, if you will, of various candidates. Will you ask the 
people that you have in mind to meet with you either here 
at the White House or a place of their choice so you can 
discuss with them their philosophy of government and 
any personal differences that you may have? 

THE PRESENT. Over the years I have done that with 
all or most of the people that are being considered, so I 
don’t think we have to go through the similar kind routine 
that Governor Carter went through. 

As I understood it, he had never met several of the 
people that he considered. So, I could really understand 
why he went through that process. Because of my experi- 
ence and knowledge about all of the individuals that I 
think are being considered, I don’t think that kind of a 
process has to be carried out. 


EFFECT OF COMMUNISTS IN ITALIAN GOVERNMENT ON U.S. 
POLICY TOWARD ITALY 


Q. Mr. President, if I may follow up on the question 
of Italy, since it is possibly related to other European coun- 
tries, is there an American formula, should the Com- 
munists go to power in Italy, which will be applied? 

THE Preswent. We aren’t going to dictate any for- 
mula to the Government of Italy or to the people of Italy. 
That is a decision for them to make. But I have expressed 
our views concerning Communist involvement in that 
Government as far as its impact on NATO. 


SWINE FLU IMMUNIZATION PROGRAM 


Q. Mr. President, can we ask you about the swine 
flu program? We understand it is in jeopardy now. The 
insurance companies will not insure the pharmaceutical 
companies which are making up the batch of vaccine. 
What can you do about it, can the government supply 
insurance? 

THE PresipENT. Last week the Secretary of HEW and 
Dr. Cooper met with the four manufacturers and their 
legal counsel. I got a report Friday from Secretary 
Mathews. He was more optimistic than some of the press 


stories seemed to indicate. I have not talked to him today, 
but we are going to find a way, either with or without the 
help of Congress, to carry out this program that is abso- 
lutely essential, a program that was recommended to me 
unanimously by 25 or 30 of the top medical people in 
this particular field. 

So, we are going to find a way, and I think we will 
eventually do it. And I expect the full cooperation of the 
industry and all other parties involved. 


LEGISLATIVE PROPOPOSAL TO RESTORE CONFIDENCE IN 
THE GOVERNMENT 


Q. Mr. President, that Watergate reform bill, the 
Senate version of it goes to the floor today. Until last week 
the administration, I gather, was very much opposed 
to it. Now you are in with a major proposal to change it. 
Can you tell us how the administration came up with 
these proposals at the 11th hour? 

THE PresweEnt. The administration has had many res- 
ervations about several of the provisions in the bill that 
is on the floor of the Senate at the present time. One, the 
Senate bill provides, as we understand it—and we have 
gone into it with some outstanding legal scholars—an 
unconstitutional method of the appointment of a Special 
Prosecutor. 

So, what we have recommended is a completely consti- 
tutional method of selecting a Special Prosecutor, one that 
would call for a Special Prosecutor recommended by the 
President, confirmed by the Senate for a 3-year term, with 
that particular Special Prosecutor being ineligible to serve 
other than the first 3 years. 

That is definitely a constitutional way to have a Special 
Prosecutor who would have criminal authority over any 
allegations made against a President, a Vice President, 
high executive officials, all Members of Congress, and 
those involved in the judiciary. 

Our reservation was not as to the thrust but as to the 
constitutionality of several provisions, including the one 
I have just described. 

Q. What is your proposal? 

THE PRESENT. Well, it is our proposal that we feel 
would accomplish the job of restoring public confidence 
in all three branches of the Federal Government and do 
it in a constitutional way. 


PARDON OF FORMER PRESIDENT NIXON 


Q. Mr. President, in his acceptance speech, Senator 
Mondale specifically attacked you for your pardon of 
Richard Nixon and received prolonged applause from the 
people in the hall. And later, Mr. Carter said it was an 
issue that apparently ran very deep in this country. Do you 
consider your pardon of Mr. Nixon a liability? 


Tue Preswent. I decided to grant the pardon in the 
national interest. At that time, the United States was faced 
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with serious economic problems and we were still involved 
in a long and difficult war in Southeast Asia. We had very 
important matters to face and to solve. We could not be 
involved in the Nixon matter and concentrate fully on the 
more important matters. I decided in the national interest. 
I would do it again. 


UNIFICATION OF THE REPUBLICAN PARTY 


Q. Mr. President, will you tell me, sir, what it is that 
you are accomplishing when you unite both wings of the 
party, when it is widely recognized that the party is a 
minority party in American politics and how do you win 
an election that way? 

THE PREswENT. Well, we are going to unite the Re- 
publican Party and appeal to independent voters and a 
number of Democrats, just as the Republicans did in 1968 
and 1972. 


PARDON OF FORMER PRESIDENT NIXON AS A CAMPAIGN 
ISSUE 


Q. Mr. President, in connection with the pardon, in 
both Senator Mondale’s speech and in Jimmy Carter’s 
speech, there seemed to be a linkage between the pardon 
and Watergate, itself. Do you see any such linkage, num- 
ber one, and secondly, do you think that Watergate should 
be an issue in this campaign? 

Tue Preswent. I granted the pardon because I 
thought it was in the national interest. I think the Ameri- 
can people will make the decision, not myself, whether it 
will be an issue or not. 


POSSIBILITY OF RULES FIGHT OVER CONVENTION 
BALLOTING PROCEDURE 


Q. Mr. President, do you expect a rules fight at the 
convention that will allow some delegates to abstain on the 
first ballot and possibly the second ballot? 

Tue Preswenr. Well, the Justice amendment, which 
we are proposing, would require that all delegates vote 
according to the laws under which they were selected. And 
I think that is a very proper amendment to carry out the 
wishes of the people that supported those individuals at 
the time they were chosen. 

Q. Can I follow up, sir? Do you have an indication from 
the Reagan people that they will not try and change the 
Justice amendment? 

Tue PresweEnT. To my knowledge, we have not con- 
sulted with them. 


VICE-PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES UNDER CONSIDERATION 


Q. Mr. President, how many Vice-Presidential possi- 
bilities do you have in mind? 

THE PRESENT. Quite a few. 

Q. Like maybe a half dozen, a dozen? 


Tue Presment. I am not going to get into the numbers 
game. We have a fine, fine array of talent in the Republi- 
can Party and maybe elsewhere. And so we will just keep 
that open until we make the final choice. 

Q. [Inaudible]. 

Tue Presment. You heard me correctly. 


SELECTION OF VICE-PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE 


Q. Do your comments on the Vice Presidency here 
today rule out any possibility you will declare the nomina- 
tion open and let the convention in Kansas City decide 
the Vice-Presidential selection? 

Tue Preswent. I will certainly make a recommenda- 
tion, and I hope the convention would follow my 
recommendation. 

Q. Mr. President, since you have known all of the 
people involved as a potential Vice President so long and 
so well, is it possible you have made your decision and are 
delaying the announcement until the convention? 

Tue Presment. Not at all. 

Q. Mr. President, can you tell us what elsewhere is? 

THE Present. Well, use your imagination. 


FORD ADMINISTRATION EFFORTS TO PREVENT ANOTHER 
ARAB OIL EMBARGO 


Q. Mr. President, Governor Carter has said that if the 
Arabs were to impose another oil embargo, he would 
treat that as an economic declaration of war and cut off 
all U.S. trade with the Arab nations. What do you think 
of that proposal? 

Tue Present. We have been able, through diplo- 
matic successes, to avoid the possibility of a Middle East- 
ern war and thereby avoided the possibility of an oil 
embargo. I am confident that the Ford administration 
successes, diplomatically, in the Middle East, will pre- 
clude any such situation as was indicated by Mr. Carter. 

If you are doing things right, if you have the trust 
of Arab nations, as well as Israel, I don’t think we have 
to look forward to either a Middle Eastern war or an oil 
embargo. 


THE SUMMER OLYMPIC GAMES 


Q. Mr. President, may I ask about the Olympics? Now 
that Taiwan and the African nations have pulled out, 
what is your assessment of the situation and what changes 
would you like to see made in the next Olympics? 

Tue Preswent. I am very proud of the successes I 
read about of the American team there yesterday. They 
did very, very well in the 100-meter freestyle and several 
other events, and I think the American team has done well 
and will continue to do well. 

Q. Has it been overpoliticized? 

Tue Present. We have tried to keep the athletic 
competition at the international level away from being 
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pawns in international politics. We did our very best to 
achieve that result. And the net result was, with some 
unfortunate circumstances, that the athletes are able to 
compete, and I am proud of the American successes. 


PRESIDENT FORD’S CAMPAIGN APPROACH 


Q. Mr. President, will your race with Jimmy Carter 
be a conservative versus a liberal race? What is the differ- 
ence between your philosophy and Mr. Carter’s in those 
terms? 

THE PRESIDENT. I am not going to pass judgment on 
my opponent’s campaign. We are going to run our own 
campaign, which is one of a record of accomplishment 
in foreign policy, domestic policy, and the restoration of 
trust in the White House. What they do is for them to 
decide. 

Q. You cannot then describe Carter as a liberal? 

Tue Preswent. I am not going to pin a label on any- 
body. I am going to just say that we have done a good job 
and on the basis of doing a good job, I think the American 
people will want the same kind of a job done for the 
next 4 years. 


LEGAL REQUIREMENT FOR A PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 
COMMITTEE 


Q. Mr. President, when you were Vice President you 
said that you would not employ anything such as CREEP, 
as President Nixon had, that you would have no separate 
committee. Now we understand there will be a President 
Ford election committee and you will not be relying 
entirely on the Republican National Committee. 

Tue Preswent. I think that is caused by the election 
reform act that was passed late in 1974. When I made 
that speech out in Chicago—I think sometime in 1973 or 
early 1974—that election law had not been enacted. 
Once that law was enacted, it does require that you main- 
tain a national committee and that the candidate for the 
Presidency have a separate organization. 

So, as much as I might want to put the two together, it 
is precluded by the law itself. 


INTELLIGENCE TO BE PRESIDENT 


Q. Mr. President, Senator Mondale says that you don’t 
have the intelligence to be a good President. What do you 
think? 

Tue Preswent. Well, I think the American people 
will judge that. 


MEETINGS WITH UNCOMMITTED DELEGATES 


Q. Mr. President, can we assume that you will see all 
the noncommitted delegates by the time the convention 
egins? 

THE PresmeENT. I would hope I could, but I can’t 
categorically promise that. I would like to, definitely. 


SUPREME COURT DECISION ON ABORTION 


Q. Mr. President, the Supreme Court recently handed 
down another decision on abortion essentially strengthen- 
ing the first one. What does this do to your position that 
you prefer a constitutional amendment turning it back to 
the States? Have you given up hope now for that? 

THE Present. I don’t see how that recommendation 
on my part is undercut by the recent decisions of the 
Supreme Court. I do not believe in abortion on demand. I 
do think you have a right to have an abortion where the 
life of the mother is involved, where there was rape. I 
don’t go along with those who advocate an amendment 
that would be so ironclad you couldn’t under any circum- 
stances have an abortion. 

I reiterate what I have said on a number of occasions. 
I think an amendment that permits the voters in a State 
to decide whether in that State they want or don’t want, 
is a proper way to give the people of this country or in 
their respective States the decisionmaking power. 

Q. Mr. President, don’t you think their decision makes 
it more difficult to get that amendment, however? 

Tue Preswent. Not necessarily. 


PERSONNEL CHANGES IN THE FBI 


Q. Mr. President, do you have any comment one way 
or another on that recent shake-up in the FBI on the 
Kelley dismissal of Mr. Callahan? 

Tue Present. That was a decision by the Attorney 
General and by the FBI Director. Mr. Callahan was not a 
Presidential appointee so it was handled by the proper 
authorities. 


IMPRESSION OF JIMMY CARTER 


Q. Mr. President, presumably you watched a little bit 
of the Democratic National Convention on television. If 
so, would you tell us how Jimmy Carter came across to you 
as a personality, as a potential campaigner, and as an 
opponent? 

THE Preswent. I don’t think I really had any impres- 
sion of him. [Laughter] 

Q. You didn’t watch enough to get an impression of 
him? 

THE Present. I was pretty busy. 


MEETING WITH THE NEW JERSEY DELEGATES 


Q. Mr. President, all 67 members of the New Jersey 
delegation are already in your column. 

Tue Presivent. I hope. 

Q. Why are you bringing them down here this after- 
noon to a private meeting from which the press has been 
barred? 

Tue Present. I am inviting them down because I 
want to meet them personally, just as I said a few mo- 
ments ago. I would like very much to have the opportunity 
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of meeting all of the delegates and alternates to the 
national convention, and this is a good way for me to do 
with the New Jersey delegation as I have with the other 
delegations. . 

Q. What will be the nature of this meeting, and do you 
have any thoughts about the exclusion of the press 
from—— 

Tue Preswent. I didn’t know until a few moments 
ago that members of the press were excluded. 

Q. Do you want to revoke it? [Laughter] 

THe Present. We have had anumber of such 
meetings, and the question never came up from the press 
before, and I just don’t see why we should make an 
exception here. 


PRESIDENT FORD'S SHOWING IN PUBLIC OPINION POLLS 


Q. Mr. President, why are you down so far in the polls 
when you are pitted against Jimmy Carter? 

Tue Present. The only poll that really counts is the 
one that is going to come on November 2 when the voters 
of this country decide in all 50 States. And I will rely on 
that one. 

Q. But how can you account for the preferences there? 

THE Present. I don’t think we should analyze the 
ups and downs of periodic public opinion polls. The real 
one that counts—and that is the one that is going to decide 
this great election—is the one that comes November 2. 

Reporter. Thank you, Mr. President. 

Tue Present. Thank you all very much. It has 
been pleasant out here. 

NOTE: President Ford’s thirty-fifth news conference was held at 


1:30 p.m. on Monday, July 19, 1976, on the North Lawn at the 
White House. 


Legislation To Restore Public 
Confidence in the Government 


The President’s Letter to the Speaker of the House and 
the President of the Senate Proposing a Substitute to 
S. 495. July 19, 1976 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President: ) 

One of the foremost objectives of my Administration 
has been to restore public faith and trust in the integrity 
of all three branches of our government, the executive, the 
legislative and the judicial. Much progress has been made, 
but we must take additional steps to insure that public 
concerns are fully satisfied. 

The Senate now has before it a bill, S. 495, which 
could serve these important objectives. However, as 
drafted, S. 495 contains serious Constitutional and prac- 


tical problems, and it is so narrowly drawn that it does 
not fairly and adequately meet the objectives of such 
legislation. 

I am writing to you today to propose a substitute to 
S. 495 that would correct the Constitutional deficiencies 
in the bill and would also expand its scope so that it would 
apply in equal force to the President, the Vice President, 
major appointees of the Federal government, and mem- 
bers of the Congress of the United States. I believe this 
new bill represents a sound, constructive approach and 
I would urge its adoption by the Congress. 

In its current form, S. 495 provides for the appoint- 
ment of temporary special prosecutors to deal with allega- 
tions of wrongdoing by key members of the government. 
The proposed legislation also would establish the Office of 
Congressional Legal Counsel to represent Congress before 
the Courts, and it provides for public financial disclosure 
by high level personnel in the government. 

While I strongly support the principles underlying this 
legislation, I am especially concerned about three par- 
ticular aspects of the bill in its present form: 

* Title I, which provides for a series of different inde- 
pendent and special prosecutors for separate cases of al- 
leged wrongdoing, is of highly questionable constitution- 
ality because it would invest in the judiciary the power to 
review the role of the Attorney General in conducting pros- 
ecutions and the power to appoint special prosecutors not 
subject to Executive direction. To grant the judiciary such 
authority is contrary to the fundamental principles of sep- 
aration of powers. Moreover, S. 495 requires the appoint- 
ment of a different special prosecutor for each case, all 
on an ad hoc basis. The Department of Justice estimates 
that if S. 495 were now law, approximately half a dozen 
special prosecutors would have to be appointed, and close 
to 50 other matters possibly requiring appointment would 
be under advisement by a special court. This extraordinary 
result of the present bill would almost certainly produce 
inconsistency and inequity of prosecutorial action. I must 
also point out that Title I would not require direct referral 
to a special prosecutor of allegations of wrongdoing by 
most members of Congress, while it would require referral 
for all high level officers of the executive branch. I do not 
believe that such difference in treatment should be al- 
lowed to exist if public confidence in the government is to 
be maintained. 

* Title II attempts to preempt certain law enforcement 
powers accorded to the President by the Constitution and 
vest them in the Congress. 

* Title III, requiring financial disclosure by numerous 
government officers and employees, allows certain loop- 
holes in reporting procedures, and has certain other 
deficiencies. 

To remedy these defects, while advancing the principles 
of accountability by officers and employees in all three 
branches of the Federal government, I am transmitting to- 
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day a substitute for S. 495. I urge the Senate to consider 
my modifications in proposals at the same time it considers 
S. 495. I also urge the House Judiciary Committee to con- 
sider my proposal at the time of its initial hearings on this 
matter later this week. 

The highlights of my proposed legislation to maintain 
the public’s confidence in the integrity of our government 
are as follows: 

Title I—Reorganization of the Department of Justice 

To avoid the problems in Title I, my legislative pro- 
posal would establish a permanent Office of Special Pros- 
ecutor to investigate and prosecute criminal wrongdoing 
committed by high level government officials. The Special 
Prosecutor would be appointed by the President, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, for a single 
three-year term. Individuals who hold a high level position 
of trust and responsibility on the personal campaign staff 
of, or in an organization or political party working on be- 
half of a candidate for any elective Federal office would 
be ineligible for appointment. The bill would sanction re- 
moval of the Special Prosecutor only for extraordinary 
improprieties and in the event of removal, the President 
would be required to submit to the Committees on the 
Judiciary a report describing with particularity the 
grounds for such action. 

Any allegation of criminal wrongdoing concerning the 
President, Vice President, members of Congress, or per- 
sons compensated at the rate of Level I or II of the Exec- 
utive Schedule would be referred directly to the Special 
Prosecutor for investigation and, if warranted, prosecu- 
tion. The Attorney General could refer to the Special Pros- 
ecutor any other allegation involving a violation of crimi- 
nal law whenever he found that it was in the best interest 
of the administration of justice. The Special Prosecutor 
could, however, decline to accept the referral of any alle- 
gation. In that event, the allegation would be investigated 
by the Department of Justice. 

The Special Prosecutor would have plenary authority to 
investigate and prosecute matters within his jurisdiction, 
including the authority to appeal adverse judicial rulings. 
However, in the event of a disagreement with the Special 
Prosecutor on an issue of law, the Attorney General would 
be free to present his position to the court before which the 
prosecution or appeal is lodged. 

My proposal would also institutionalize, by statute, the 
investigation and prosecution of violations of law by gov- 
ernment officials and employees which do not fall within 
the jurisdiction of the Special Prosecutor. Title I would 
also establish by statute a Section on Government Crimes 
and an Office of Professional Responsibility within the De- 
partment of Justice. 

Title II—Congressional Legal Counsel 

I have also proposed a revised Title II that creates an 
Office of Congressional Legal Counsel and assigns the 


powers and duties of that Office. Like S. 495, this proposal 
gives Congress the legal assistance necessary to the proper 
discharge of its functions, but it does so in a manner con- 
sistent with the Constitution of the United States. Under 
my proposal, when the Attorney General certifies that he 
cannot represent Congress or a congressional entity, Con- 
gress or the appropriate house of Congress may direct the 
Congressional Legal Counsel to defend any legal action, 
enforce subpoenas, bring described civil actions, intervene 
in cases or appear as amicus curiae to defend the consti- 
tutionality of any law of the United States or the powers 
and responsibilities of Congress. Congressional Legal 
Counsel may request grants of immunity under the Orga- 
nized Crime Control Act of 1970. 

In all of these matters, my proposal like S. 495, pro- 
vides for exclusive congressional control and direction of 
the activities of the Congressional Legal Counsel. 

Title IJ]—Government Personnel; Financial Disclosure 
Requirements 


My proposed bill recognizes and protects the public’s 
right to be assured that public officials, regardless of which 
branch of government they serve in, disclose personal fi- 
nancial matters which could give rise to a conflict of in- 
terest in the performance of their official duties. 


My proposal would require Federal public officers and 
employees to file financial reports with a designated office 
in their branch of government. In addition, public dis- 
closure would be made of the financial statements of (i) 
all elected officials, (ii) high ranking officers or employees 
appointed by such officials, (iii) significant policy making 
and confidential employees, and (iv) other employees 
compensated at the rate of GS—16 or above (but not those 
in competitive civil service or who, save for certain legal 
exemptions, would be in the competitive civil service). My 
proposed legislation would also give the Comptroller Gen- 
eral oversight authority to audit such statements as well 
as the authority to make findings of a conflict of interest 
and if the problem is not corrected, to make those findings 
public. Thus, the public’s right to have accountability 
from public officers and employees is doubly protected: 
first, by the executive, legislative or judicial branch office 
with which reports are filed, and secondly, by the Comp- 
troller General. 

In addition, my proposal would close certain loopholes 
contained in the current Senate bill. For example, the pres- 
ent proposal requires the reporting of any item received 
in kind whose fair market value “for such item” exceeds 
$500. Such provision would allow a series of gifts from the 
same source, each valued at less than $500, to go unre- 
ported. Under my proposed legislation such gifts would be 
aggregated and hence require reporting. Moreover, my 
proposal would make clear that while property owned for 
personal use, such as the family home, furniture, jewelry, 
the family car, etc., need not be inventoried in disclosure 
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forms, property of a business or investment nature must 
be reported. Assets unknown to the individual because they 
are held in a bona fide “blind trust” need not be identified, 
but the trust interest must be disclosed. 

I believe these provisions better serve the public interest 
than those contained in S. 495. Therefore, I urge the Con- 
gress to give prompt and favorable consideration to my 
proposal. 

Sincerely, 
GERALD R. Forp 


NOTE: This is the text of identical letters addressed to the Honorable 
Carl Albert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, and to the 
Honorable Nelson A. Rockefeller, President of the Senate. 

A copy of the proposed legislation was also included with the 
release. 


Department of the Air Force 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Juanita Ashcraft To Be Assistant Secretary for 
Manpower and Reserve Affairs. July 19, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Juanita Ashcraft, of San Francisco, Calif., to be 
an Assistant Secretary of the Air Force. Her area of re- 
sponsibility will be Manpower and Reserve Affairs. She 
will succeed David P. Taylor, who was appointed Assist- 
ant Secretary of Defense on July 1, 1976. 

Born on June 25, 1921, in Amarillo, Tex., Mrs, Ash- 
craft attended the Loretta Heights Academy in Denver, 
Colo. 

Since 1967, Mrs. Ashcraft has served on several State 
commissions for the State of California, including mem- 
bership on the State Personnel Board under the California 
Civil Service Commission, and has been a member of the 
Governor’s Commission on Executive Salaries since 1970. 
From 1971 to 1973, she was president of the State Per- 
sonnel Board. 

In 1967, Mrs. Ashcraft served as assistant appoint- 
ments secretary to the Governor of California, after 
having been a partner in the insurance firm of Wentner & 
Associates from 1960 to 1970. She was sales manager for 
the Geldermann Realtors, of Danville, Calif., from 1951 
to 1960. 

Mrs. Ashcraft is married to Hale Ashcraft, and they 
have one daughter. 


Convention Abolishing the 
Requirement of Legalisation for 
Foreign Public Documents 


The President’s Message to the Senate Transmitting the 
Convention for Advice and Consent To Ratification. 
July 19, 1976 


To the Senate of the United States: 

With a view to receiving the advice and consent of the 
Senate to ratification, I transmit herewith a certified copy 
of the Convention Abolishing the Requirement of Legal- 
isation for Foreign Public Documents adopted at the 
Ninth Session of the Hague Conference on Private Inter- 
national Law on October 26, 1960. The Convention, 
which was opened for signature on October 5, 1961, is 
presently in force in twenty countries. 

This is the third convention in the field of international 
civil procedure produced by the Hague Conference on 
Private International Law to be sent to the Senate. It 
complements the Conventions on the Service Abroad of 
Judicial and Extrajudicial Documents in Civil and Com- 
mercial Matters and on the Taking of Evidence Abroad 
in Civil and Commercial Matters which are already in 
force for the United States to assist litigants and their 
lawyers in civil proceedings abroad. 

The provisions of the Convention contain short and 
simple rules which will reduce costs and delays for litigants 
in international cases. The provisions would eliminate un- 
necessary authentication of documents without affecting 
the integrity of such documents. They would also free 
judges and other officials, who presently certify signa- 
tures, from the time-consuming and unnecessary ad- 
ministrative process presently required. 

The Convention has been thoroughly studied by the 
bench and bar of the United States. Its ratification is sup- 
ported by the Judicial Conference of the United States, 
by the American Bar Association, and by other bar asso- 
ciations at the state and local level. 

I recommend that the Senate of the United States 
promptly give its advice and consent to the ratification of 


this Convention. 


GERALD R. Forp 


The White House, 
July 19, 1976. 
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Protocol Amending the Interim 


Convention on Conservation of 
North Pacific Fur Seals 


The President’s Message to the Senate Transmitting the 
Protocol for Advice and Consent to Ratification. 
July 19, 1976 


To the Senate of the United States: 

With a view to receiving the advice and consent of the 
Senate to ratification, I transmit herewith the Protocol 
amending the Interim Convention on Conservation of 
North Pacific Fur Seals, signed at Washington on Feb- 
ruary 9, 1957, which Protocol was signed at Washington 
on May 7, 1976, on behalf of the Governments of Canada, 
Japan, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, and the 
United States of America. 

The provisions of the Protocol were initially formu- 
lated by the North Pacific Fur Seal Conference held at 
Washington from December 1 through December 12, 
1975. 

I transmit also for the information of the Senate, the 
report by the Department of State with respect to the 
Protocol. 

This Protocol is significant because it permits the con- 
tinuation in force, with minor modifications, of the only 
international agreement affording protection to the fur 
seals of the North Pacific. I recommend that the Senate 
give favorable consideration to this Protocol at an early 
date because all the States party to the Interim Conven- 
tion must ratify the Protocol prior to October 14, 1976 to 
prevent the lapse of the Interim Convention. 


GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
July 19, 1976. 


White House Conference on Library 
and Information Services 


Statement by the President Announcing His Intention 
To Convene the Conference. July 19, 1976 


I am today announcing my intention to convene the 
White House Conference on Library and Information 
Services, provided for in Public Law 93-568. Realization 
of the full potential of this conference lies in the hands of 
dedicated professionals working day-to-day in this area. 
These individuals will make the White House Conference 
on Library and Information Services a successful and 
productive event. 


The challenge confronting those who provide informa- 
tion services to the public is one of harnessing modern 
technology. Telecommunications, computers, and micro- 
graphics must be further employed to reduce the costs of 
making information more widely accessible and improv- 
ing the speed and accuracy with which source materials 
can be supplied. The librarian of today’s space age serves 
a profession and a public more demanding and exacting 
than ever before. 

Within the next few months, I will request from the 
Congress the appropriations necessary to fund the confer- 
ence and announce my appointments for the Advisory 
Committee to the White House Conference on Library 
and Information Services. It is my hope that the White 
House Conference on Library and Information Services 
will, through its State, territorial, and national assem- 
blies, provide the impetus for advancing the quality of 
America’s informational services. 


Landing of the Viking I 
Spacecraft on Mars 


Exchange of Remarks in a Telephone Call Between the 
President, Dr. James C. Fletcher, Administrator of the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration, and 
James S. Martin, Jr., Viking Project Coordinator. 
July 20, 1976 


THE Preswent. Dr. Fletcher? 

Dr. FLetcuer. Hello, Mr. President. Jim Martin and 
myself are on the line. 

THE PRESIDENT. It’s nice to talk to you, Jim Martin. 

Let me congratulate Dr. Jim Fletcher, the Administra- 
tor of NASA, and you, the Viking Project Coordinator, 
for the just wonderful and most remarkable success in 
this historic mission. 

I also think it appropriate to thank the thousands and 
thousands of dedicated scientists, technicians, and other 
NASA personnel involved across the country, as well as 
those from universities and private industry who gave 
such invaluable assistance over the long period of develop- 
ment and production. 


I think it’s amazing to think that in the span of a single 
lifetime, the exploration of air and space has grown from 
the dreams of a very, very few individuals to such a mas- 
sive cooperative reality. We have gone from a flight of a 
few seconds and a few hundred feet for a year-long jour- 
ney to Mars, crossing some 440 million miles. 

Unfortunately, your search for a safe landing forced 
you to delay the Viking’s landing beyond the scheduled 
July 4th date. But by an extraordinary coincidence, today 
is another historic anniversary. Seven years ago, July 20, 
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1969, we received a transmission from the Moon telling 
us, “The Eagle has landed.” 

Today’s landing, like that one, represents the realiza- 
tion of a dream that is many, many centuries old. In a 
sense it is even more significant, for today we are touching 
another planet, one that has long excited mankind’s 
imagination. And this mission offers the possibility of a 
momentous discovery in the history of mankind—the 
existence of life elsewhere in the universe. 

If the experiments of Vikings I and II do not reveal 
living organisms, they will learn other secrets of the 
universe. They will tell us a good many things about our 
own planet—opening up new possibilities for explora- 
tion—and should produce knowledge that will improve 
the quality of life right here on Earth. 

Our achievements in space represent not only the 
height of technological skill, they also reflect the best in 
our country—our character, the capacity for creativity 
and sacrifice, and a willingness to reach into the unknown. 

To both of you Jims and your associates, I have desig- 
nated today, July 20, 1976, as Space Exploration Day, 
and I strongly encourage all Americans to follow the prog- 
ress of our Viking missions and to reflect on our journey 
into the unknown. 

Now, either one of you two Jims, could I ask a few 
questions? 

Dr. FLETCHER. Carry on, Mr. President. 

Tue Preswent. As far as I can tell—what kind of 
shape is the spacecraft in? 

Mr. Martin. This is Jim Martin. 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, Jim. 

Mr. Martin. Mr. President, the spacecraft appears to 
be extremely healthy. All the telemetry indications we 
have say that it landed softly and safely. It is just taking 
beautiful pictures. 

THE PrESwENT. Just a few moments ago, before I 
came on the line, I saw some of the pictures. And it’s 
almost impossible to visualize that that quality of photog- 
raphy could be transmitted from 400-and-some million 
miles back to the United States and have such a clear 
resolution. 

What kind of movement, if any, do we anticipate and, 
if there is any movement on Mars, how will it appear? 

Mr. Martin. Well, Mr. President, if there is real fast 
movement, like an animal, I am afraid it will appear as 
a blur. If there is slow movement, like a rock rolling along 
or a slow cloud moving by in the distance, we will prob- 
ably see that go by. 

Right now, all we are seeing is the landscape with what 
may be blue sky in the distance. We have only black and 
white at the moment, and we can’t quite see what is on 
the landscape at the moment. But if anything moves 
slowly along the landscape, we would see it. 


Tue Preswent. Will you have other pictures which 
will be more definitive in a more localized area? 


Mr. Mart. Yes, we plan to take, over the next 2 or 
3 days, a series that will be right out in front of the lander 
where we hope to dig a sample about 8 days from now. 
We will look for a safe place to dig up some dirt that we 
will then put into the biology experiments and into the 
organic analysis experiments. 

Tue Presment. Is there any time limit on how long 
you can take pictures of this quality? 

Mr. Martin. No, we believe from all of our testing 
that we should be able to take pictures through the pri- 
mary mission, which extends to about the middle of 
November. There is nothing really to wear out. This is a 
line scan camera, facsimile camera. It takes a line at a 
time. That is why it takes quite a while to take a picture. 
We will only get about three or four pictures per day, but 
they should all continue to be of this quality. 

Tue Present. How long does it take, once the pic- 
ture is taken, to get the necessary resolution back to us 
here on Earth? 

Mr. Martin. The first picture you saw, which included 
the footpad, took about 5 minutes to take on Mars, and 
then it is transmitted by a relay radio up to the orbiter 
flying overhead. Then the orbiter sends the picture to 
Earth, and it takes about four times as long. So it took 
20 minutes to send back the first picture from the orbiter. 
And then this bigger picture that is coming in now with 
the panorama will take about 40 minutes to come back to 
Earth. 

Tue Present. Well, apparently everything is going 
extremely well. Your spectrometers, your so-called cookers, 
as they are called—everything is going A-OK? 

Mr. Martin. Everything is really fine. We, of course, 
haven’t and won’t operate some of the instruments for 
a few days. We did measure the constituents and compo- 
sition of the atmosphere as we came down through it, 
and all indications are that the instruments worked just 
fine. We don’t know yet what the atmosphere is, but we 
will know in a few hours. 

Tue Presment. When do you anticipate that Viking 
II will go through the same process? 

Mr. Martin. Viking II arrives at the planet on August 
7, and we will put it into orbit on that day. Right now, 
our nominal plan is to land it on September 4. 

Tue Preswent. Have you picked the place where it 
will land, or not? 

Mr. Martin. Not yet, Mr. President. 

Dr. FLetcHer. No, Mr. President, we are still looking 
for two choices—one south of the Equator, and one up 
closer to the polar cap, about 45 degrees north latitude. 

Tue Present. Well, the two of them then will be 
there simultaneously and operating from different 
locations? 

Mr. Martin. Yes, that is one of our hopes, because we 
have a seismometer on board, and if we can measure a 


Volume 12—Number 30 








1188 


Mars quake with both landers, then we can locate quite 
precisely where it is on the surface of the planet. 

Tue Present. Do we have any plans for a Viking 
III, et cetera? 

Dr. FLeTcHER. Mr. President, we are thinking very 
hard about that right now. I just got a big bunch of ap- 
plause from our team on that question. 

THE Present. I suspected that there might be ap- 
proval among all of you for such a landing and such a 
project. 

Mr. Martin. Mr. President, the team is ready for 
Vikings III, IV, V, and VI. 

Tue Preswent. Well, give everybody my very best, 
will you, Jim Fletcher and Jim Martin? And thank all 
of those there with you and transmit to all of the others, 
whether they were in our colleges, universities, in NASA, 
or wherever else they were, for a job well done. And let 
me express to each of you and all of the group my very 
best wishes for a great job. We are all very proud of you. 

Mr. Martin. We appreciate those kind words, Mr. 
President. 


Tue Presment. Good luck. 


NOTE: The President called Dr. Fletcher and Mr. Martin at the Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, Calif., at 9:21 a.m. from the 
Oval Office at the White House. 


Comptroller of the Currency 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Stanley Shirk. July 20, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Stanley Shirk, of West Cornwall, Conn., to be Comp- 
troller of the Currency for a term of 5 years. He will suc- 
ceed James E. Smith, who resigned effective upon a date 
to be determined. Mr. Shirk was a partner in charge of 
banking practice for Peat, Marwick, Mitchell and Co., in 
New York, until his retirement in December 1975. 

Born on June 2, 1916, in Brooklyn, N.Y., Mr. Shirk 
received his B.A. degree from St. John’s University in 
1939. He served in the United States Navy from 1944 to 
1946. 

In 1940, Mr. Shirk joined the firm of Barrow, Wade, 
Guthrie & Co., and dealt with audits of public utility 
holding companies. After his service in the Navy, he re- 
turned to Barrow, Wade, Guthrie & Co., and became a 
partner in 1949. He became an SEC reviewing partner 
for Peat, Marwick, Mitchell and Co., after their merger 
with Barrow, Wade, Guthrie & Co. He took over responsi- 
bility of the banking practice for the firm in 1953. 

Mr. Shirk is married to the former Audrey Salisch. 
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Federal Trade Commission 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate David A. 
Clanton To Be a Commissioner and Intention To 
Withdraw the Nomination of Thomas Sowell 

To Be a Commissioner. July 20, 1976 


The president today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate David A. Clanton, of Arlington, Va., to be a Fed- 
eral Trade Commissioner for the unexpired term of 7 
years from September 26, 1969. He will succeed Lewis 
A. Engman, who resigned effective December 31, 1975. 
Mr. Clanton has been legislative assistant to the assist- 
ant minority leader of the United States Senate since 
January 1975. 

The President today also announced that he was nom- 
inating Mr. Clanton for a further term of 7 years, which 
will commence on September 26, 1976. 

The President also announced his intention to withdraw 
the nomination of Thomas Sowell for the unexpired 
term of 7 years from September 26, 1969, which was 
sent on April 6, 1976. 

Mr. Clanton was born on May 31, 1944, in Santa 
Barbara, Calif., and received his B.A. degree from An- 
drews University in 1966. He attended Wayne State 
University Law School and received his J.D. degree 
in 1969. 

In June 1969, Mr. Clanton joined the staff of Senator 
Robert P. Griffin as legislative assistant. From April 
1971 to January 1975, he was minority staff counsel for 
the United States Senate Committee on Commerce, prior 
to his appointment in January 1975 as legislative assist- 
ant to the assistant minority leader of the U.S. Senate. 

Mr. Clanton resides in Arlington, Va. 


Securities and Exchange Commission 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Patrick J. Delaney To Be a Member 
of the Commission. July 20, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate Patrick J. Delaney, of Queens, N.Y., to be a mem- 
ber of the Securities and Exchange Commission for the 
term expiring June 5, 1981. He will succeed A. A. 
Sommer, Jr., who resigned effective April 2, 1976. Mr. 
Delaney has been an Associate Director of the Domestic 
Council since January 1976. 

Born on December 15, 1940, in New York, N.Y., 
Mr. Delaney received his B.S. degree from Providence 
College in 1963. He did additional graduate work at 
Georgetown Law School during 1964-65 and attended 
New York School of Finance. 
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In 1965, Mr. Delaney joined thd firm of Harris Up- 
ham & Co., Inc., in New York, as a stockbroker. He was 
named special assistant to the chairman of the New 
York State Racing & Wagering Board in 1973. He was 
appointed to the Domestic Council as an Assistant Di- 
rector in March 1975, prior to his appointment as an 
Associate Director in January 1976. 

Mr. Delaney is married to the former Alexis Turpan, 
and they reside in the District of Columbia. 


Chief of Protocol for the White House 


Remarks of the President and Shirley Temple Black at 
the Swearing-In Ceremony for Mrs. Black. 
July 20, 1976 


THE Preswent. Shirley, it’s a great honor for me to 
have the opportunity of asking the Ambassador to swear 
you in to this very important post. It’s a great reward 
for the outstanding service that you have given, first as 
a Representative at the United Nations and, more re- 
cently, in Ghana, in Africa. 

Your record in each case was superb. You’ve got a 
great challenge here, and I am absolutely certain that 
with your training in the various areas of diplomacy, plus 
your long experience in trying to serve the public in 
various causes, your service here will be the kind that 
will be in the best interest of our country. 

We are delighted to have you back. We will be seeing 
a good bit of you, as the Ambassador knows, and we 
look forward to those opportunities. And I am sure 
you are going to be with us tonight, are you not? 

AMBASSADOR Biack. Yes, indeed. 

Tue PresipENT. We have to swear you in, first, but 
we are looking forward to that. 

Mr. Ambassador, will you please swear in Shirley 
Temple Black as the new Protocol Officer? 

[At this point, Stuart W. Rockwell, Deputy Chief of Protocol, 
administered the oath of office.] 

AMBASSADOR Back. Mr. President, it’s a high honor 
indeed that you have bestowed upon me. It’s a great honor 
to be the first woman Chief of Protocol for the United 
States of America. 

I don’t know why, Mr. President, it took 200 years 
for one of us to get the job, but I will do all my very 
best work to try to fill all the various assorted sizes of 
shoes of the distinguished men who have been Chief of 
Protocol. 

I also want to say, Mr. President, I think I met you 
first almost 10 years ago, and it is a very extreme honor 
for me to be serving, during our Bicentennial Year, 
serving a man who I consider to be one of the most 
honest, most important men I have known in my life. 


And so, for that reason, I again thank you for this 
appointment and, also, for the last appointment as 
United States Ambassador to the Republic of Ghana. 

I have to tell you, Mr. President, one more thing, that 
in order to take this job, I had to go to my African chief 
in Cape Coast, Ghana, because I was an honorary 
abontsendomhene, or a deputy chief for the Oguaa Tra- 
ditional Area. I went to the chief on July 4, this year, 
and I said, “May I have your permission to not only 
remain as your honorary African chief, but I am now 
going to be Chief of Protocol.” He smiled; he was very 
pleased, and wished me well. 

I thank you, Mr. President. I am honored to serve. 
Thank you. 

THE Preswent. Let me further explain Shirley’s first 
meeting with me. She dared the congressional route to 
Washington, following Art Younger. And Shirley was 
one of several candidates, and I thought she would make 
an excellent Member of the House of Representatives. 
But fate didn’t turn it out that way, so you went the 
diplomatic route in your efforts to come to Washington. 
You have been so successful in the latter, it’s probably 
better that you didn’t win it before. [Laughter] 

AMBASSADOR Back. Mr. President, I think you are 
an excellent President. [Laughter] 

THE PRESIDENT. It is real nice to see you, and the very 
best to you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 2:37 p.m. in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House. 


Executive Branch Activities Under the 
Privacy Act of 1974 


The President’s Letter to the Speaker of the House and 
to the President of the Senate Transmitting the First 
Annual Report Under the Act. July 20, 1976 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President: ) 

This letter forwards the report of executive branch ac- 
tivity in 1975 to comply with the Privacy Act of 1974 in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 3(p) of the 
Act. 

This is the first annual report under the Act which I 
signed on December 31, 1974. It includes both a sum- 
mary description and assessment of agency activities under 
the Privacy Act, and a list of agency personal data systems 
subject to the Act. 

Sincerely, 
GERALD R. Forp 
NOTE: This is the text of identical letters addressed to the Honor- 
able Carl Albert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, and to 
the Honorable Nelson A. Rockefeller, President of the Senate. 
The 2-volume report is entitled ‘Federal Personal Data Systems 


Subject to the Privacy Act of 1974—First Annual Report of the 
President for Calendar Year 1975.” 
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Bicentennial Celebration at the 
White House 


The President’s Remarks to Guests in the 
Rose Garden. July 20, 1976 


Ladies and gentlemen of the diplomatic corps, and dis- 
tinguished guests: 

Mrs. Ford and I are delighted to have all of you here 
on this occasion this evening. On behalf of the American 
people, I thank you for your very generous and enthusias- 
tic response of your governments and your peoples on our 
200th birthday of the United States of America. 

Among the many Bicentennial events, this one has a 
very special significance. A unique aspect of America’s 
development has been its relationship between our Nation 
and the other countries of the world. Our strength and 
character are derived from all corners of the globe. The 
Declaration of Independence addressed itself to the entire 
world. 

Today, just as two centuries ago, a decent respect to the 
opinions of mankind continues to be our guide. America’s 
strength and America’s well-being arise from the princi- 
ples embodied in the Declaration of Independence. 

In our country, we have united many races and many 
ethnic groups. And that unity, equality, and freedom will 
be maintained in the years ahead. Americans are con- 
vinced that constant devotion to the individual and na- 
tional freedom is essential to the highest and finest human 
aspirations. 

Americans have never been satisfied with the status 
quo. We see a future of steady movement toward a better 
life through prosperity and justice shared by all. We are 
proud of our success, and we are aware that no nation 
can pursue its prosperity in isolation. 

Our economies are closely linked. Neither security nor 
justice can be assured in a world te -nted by depriva- 
tion and by suffering. The peoples of the world must, in 
our opinion, live in peace to prosper. As President, I will 
continue America’s role of leadership throughout the 
world. 

Our country could not have become what it is with- 
out the enormous contributions of the many nations all 
of you represent here this evening. Today, in this very 
special year, I speak for 215 million Americans in ex- 
pressing thanks to all those nations with whom we have 
ties of family, of culture, of friendship, of trade and alli- 
ance. We rededicate ourselves to working with you and 
with all humanity. Together, let us seek a human commu- 
nity responsive to all citizens. 

And now, would my good and old friend, His Excel- 
lency, the distinguished Ambassador of Nicaragua, dean 
of the diplomatic corps here in the National Capital, Am- 
bassador Sevilla Sacasa, please step forward. 

In commemoration of America’s Bicentennial, I am 
pleased to present to you, Your Excellency, as representa- 
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tive of the entire diplomatic corps, a gift that symbolizes 
the spirit of this very special year in America’s history. It 
is a redwood carving bearing the American symbol, the 
Bald Eagle, and carrying the legend of America, “Out of 
Many, One.” 

This token, I should say to all of you here, will be sent 
to each of you. Also, it represents how proud we are in 
1976 to enjoy the friendship and the good will of all the 
countries that are represented here this evening. 

Note: The President spoke at 10:04 p.m. in the Rose Garden, 
where he and Mrs. Ford hosted the major White House social event 
in honor of the Bicentennial for members of the diplomatic corps, 
Ambassadors to the Organization of American States, the congres- 
sional leadership, and members of the Cabinet. The celebration con- 


sisted of a concert of American music, performed beneath a white 
canopy in the Rose Garden, followed by dancing on the State Floor. 


Federal Communications Commission 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Joseph R. Fogarty To Be a Commissioner. 
July 21, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate Joseph R. Fogarty, of Middletown, R.I., to be 
a member of the Federal Communications Commission 
for the unexpired term of 7 years from July 1, 1971. 
He will succeed Charlotte R. Reid, who resigned effec- 
tive July 1, 1976. Mr. Fogarty has been communications 
counsel for the U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce 
since 1975. 

Mr. Fogarty was born on January 12, 1931, in New- 
port, R.I. He received his A.B. degree from the College 
of Holy Cross, in Worcester, Mass., in 1953 and his J.D. 
from Boston College Law School in 1959. He did addi- 
tional graduate work at Georgetown University. He 
served in the United States Navy from 1953 to 1959. 

In 1959, Mr. Fogarty joined the firm of Enos & Mc- 
Carthy, in Lowell, Mass., and from 1964 to 1966 was 
with the firm of Moore, Virgadamo, Boyle & Lynch, in 
Newport, R.I. He joined the U.S. Senate Committee 
on Commerce in 1966 as staff counsel. 

Mr. Fogarty is married to the former Joan Baxter, and 
they have six children. They reside in Alexandria, Va. 


Office of Science and Technology Policy 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Guyford Stever To Be Director. July 21, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate Guyford Stever, of the District of Columbia, to be 
Director of the Office of Science and Technology Policy. 


This is a new position created by Public Law 94-282 of 
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May 11, 1976. He has been Director of the National 
Science Foundation since January 1972. 

Born on October 24, 1916, in Corning, N.Y., Mr. 
Stever received his A.B. degree Phi Beta Kappa from 
Colgate University in 1938 and his Ph. D. from Cali- 
fornia Institute of Technology in 1941. 

In 1942, Mr. Stever became science liaison officer at 
the London Mission of the Office of Scientific Research 
and Development. He joined the faculty of Massachu- 
setts Institute of Technology in 1945, and was associate 
dean of engineering (1956-1959); professor of aero- 
nautical engineering (1956-1965); and head of the 
departments of mechanical engineering, naval architec- 
ture, and marine engineering (1961-1965). He was presi- 
dent of Carnegie-Mellon University from February 1965 
until his appointment to the National Science Foundation. 

During 1955-56, Mr. Stever served as Chief Scientist 
of the U.S. Air Force and was named to the Advisory 
Panel to the House of Representatives Committee on 
Science and Astronautics in 1959. He is a member of the 
National Academy of Sciences. He is the author of many 
articles and papers on scientific, technical, educational, 
and science policy matters. 

Mr. Stever is married to the former Louise Risley 
Floyd, and they have four children. 


United States Ambassador to 
El Salvador 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Ignacio E. Lozano, Jr. July 21, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Ignacio E. Lozano, Jr., of Newport Beach, Calif. to 
be Ambassador to El Salvador. He will succeed James F. 
Campbell, who is resigning. Mr. Lozano has been presi- 
dent of Lozano Enterprises, Inc., of Los Angeles, since 
1958. 

Born on January 15, 1927, in San Antonio, Tex., Mr. 
Lozano received his A.B. degree from the University of 
Notre Dame in 1947. 

Mr. Lozano became assistant publisher of La Opinion, 
a Spanish-American daily newspaper in 1947. He became 
publisher in 1953, prior to becoming president of Lozano 
Enterprises. 

Mr. Lozano is married to the former Marta E. Navarro, 
and they have four children. 


Corporation for Public Broadcasting 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate Five 
Members of the Board of Directors. July 21, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate five persons to be members of the Board of Directors 
of the Corporation for Public Broadcasting for terms ex- 
piring March 26, 1982. They are: 

Cuartes H. Crutcurie.p, of Charlotte, N.C., president of the 
Jefferson-Pilot Broadcasting Co. He will succeed Robert S. 
Benjamin, whose term has expired. 

Crype M. Reep, of Parsons, Kans., editor and publisher, The Par- 
sons Sun. He will succeed Frank E. Schooley, whose term has 
expired. 

Cuartes W. Rott, Jr., of Lawrenceville, N.J., study director, the 
Gallup Organizations, Inc., and president, Polls, Inc. He will 
succeed Thomas W. Moore, whose term has expired. 

Leste N. SHaw, of Los Angeles, Calif., vice president and direc- 
tor of community development, Great Western Financial Corp. 
He will succeed Virginia Bauer Duncan, whose term has 
expired. 

Paut M. Stevens, of Fort Worth, Tex., president, Radio-Television 
Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention. He will suc- 
ceed Jack Wrather, whose term has expired. 


The Board consists of fifteen members. 


Veto of Public Works Bill 


Statement by the President on Senate Action Overriding 
His Veto. July 21, 1976 


I deeply regret today that the Senate has overidden my 
veto of the public works bill. 

Both the Senate and I share a keen desire to expand 
job opportunities for all Americans, but I continue to be- 
lieve that the wisest, most productive means of reaching 
that goal is through a steadily growing private sector— 
not through temporary jobs that are run by the Govern- 
ment, increase the national debt, and create new infla- 
tionary pressures. 

The House can rectify the Senate action on Thursday 
and should, in the best interest of the Nation, sustain my 
veto. 


Executive Schedule 
Executive Order 11927. July 22, 1976 


AMENDING Executive Orper No. 11861, as AMENDED, 
Piacinc CERTAIN Posrrions IN LEvELS IV AND V oF 
THE EXECUTIVE SCHEDULE 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by Section 
5317 of Title 5 of the United States Code, and as Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, it is hereby ordered 
as follows: 
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Section 1. Section 1 of Executive Order No. 11861 of 
May 21, 1975, as amended, placing certain positions in 
level IV of the Executive Schedule, is further amended 
by deleting “Assistant” in subsection (10) and by insert- 
ing “Counselor” in lieu thereof. 

Sec. 2. Section 2 of Executive Order No. 11861 of 
May 21, 1975, as amended, placing certain positions in 
level V of the Executive Schedule, is further amended by 
adding thereto “‘(9) Deputy Assistant Secretary for Hous- 
ing, Department of Housing and Urban Development.”. 

GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
July 22, 1976. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 12:37 p.m, 
July 22, 1976] 


Consumer Product Safety Commission 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Thaddeus A. Garrett, Jr., To Be a Commissioner. 
July 22, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Thaddeus A. Garrett, Jr., of Akron, Ohio, to be a 
Commissioner of the Consumer Product Safety Commis- 
sion for a term of 7 years from October 27, 1975. He will 
succeed Richard Simpson, whose term has expired. Mr. 
Garrett has been Special Assistant to the Vice President 
since April 1975. 

Born on May 18, 1948, in Akron, Ohio, Mr. Garrett 
received his B.A. degree from the University of Akron. He 
was awarded a D.D. degree from the Howard University 
Graduate School of Religion. He is an ordained minister 
in the A.M.E. Zion Methodist Church. 

In 1967, Mr. Garrett was legislative assistant to then 
Congressman William H. Ayres prior to assuming teach- 
ing responsibilities at the University of Akron and Buchtel 
High School in 1970. From 1971 to 1975, he was assist- 
ant and adviser to Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm. 
He was a public consumer affairs consultant for the Wel- 
come Radio Corp., during 1973-74. 

Mr. Garrett resides in the District of Columbia. 


Legislative Priorities of 
the Administration 


The President’s Remarks Upon Signing His Message to 
the Congress Urging Congressional Action Before 
Adjournment. July 22, 1976 


I have serious and growing concern over the outlook 
for congressional action during the remainder of 1976. 
Time for action is rapidly dwindling. An enormous 
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backlog of work is piling up on congressional desks. Im- 
portant laws must be passed this year in many areas: 

—to cut taxes and to cut spending; 

—to expand catastrophic health care program; 

—to set up a national swine flu program; 

—to limit court-ordered school busing; 

—to attack crime and drugs; and 

—to attack many other important matters. 

This afternoon, I am sending to the Congress a special 
message urging prompt action on 74 proposals that I have 
sent to the Congress and are still waiting action. 

I am also deeply concerned that at a time when the pub- 
lic’s business has become so pressing, some members of 
the Congress apparently want to turn the rest of this legis- 
lative schedule in this session into a political test of wills 
between one party in the Congress and another party in 
the White House. I do not think the Nation will be well 
served if partisanship is placed ahead of public service 
during the rest of this legislative schedule. 

The people expect political differences. The people ex- 
pect a high-level, spirited, political contest this fall. But our 
people also expect that those who have the privilege of oc- 
cupying public offices and collecting public salaries should 
render a full measure of public service. 

There must be no holiday on good government. I 
expect to meet that standard. And I trust the Congress 
will also. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 3:50 p.m. in the Oval Office at the 
White House. 


Legislative Priorities of 
the Administration 


The President’s Message to the Congress Urging 
Congressional Action Before Adjournment. 
July 22, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In the weeks remaining in this session of the 94th 
Ccngress there is an opportunity to write a legislative 
record of which we can all be proud. Over the past 23 
months I have sent legislative proposals to the Congress 
dealing with many vital areas of national concern. Some 
of these proposals have been enacted, some are nearing 
enactment, but many others have been stalled in the legis- 
lative process. 

Today I am calling on the Congress to turn its full 
and undivided attention to this unfinished agenda of 
legislative business. If you do, the record you will take to 
the people will be a good one. 

The agenda is long, even though it does not include 
everything that should be passed by the Congress before 
it goes home. For example, I have not included here 
the appropriation bills which must be passed. Most of the 
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agenda items have been debated at length by the Congress 
and the time for action has arrived. 

The priority categories for action are familiar ones: 

—tax reductions coupled with spending restraint 

—crime control 

—restoring the integrity of the Social Security System 

—catastrophic health care protection for those covered 

by Medicare 

—restrictions on forced, court ordered busing 

—revenue sharing and block grants 

—regulatory reform 

—energy 

—indemnification of swine flu manufacturers 

—the remainder of my defense program plus defense 

cost saving legislation 

—and other legislation ranging from agriculture to the 

environment; from higher education to reform of the 
Federal retirement system. 

In the agenda that follows, I have listed the specific 
legislation that needs to be passed by the Congress. I am 
convinced that the passage of these bills is in the real 
interest of all of the American people. 


TAXES 
PERMANENT TAX REDUCTION 


This proposal would provide a $28 billion permanent 
income tax reduction effective July 1, 1976. Major pro- 
visions affecting individual income taxes include an in- 
crease in personal exemptions from $750 to $1,000, a re- 
duction in tax rates, and substitution of a flat standard 
deduction for the low income allowance and percentage 
standard deduction. 


ESTATE AND GIFT TAX ADJUSTMENT ACT 


This legislation would raise the estate tax exemption 
from $60 thousand to $150 thousand and make all trans- 
fers of assets between spouses exempt from estate and gift 
taxes. The estate tax rate structure would be altered so 
that taxes on the largest estates would remain unchanged. 

In addition, this legislation would make it easier to con- 
tinue the family ownership of a small farm or business fol- 
lowing an owner’s death. This would be accomplished by 
liberalizing present rules governing installment payments 
of estate taxes attributable to a small family farm or 
closely-held business by providing a 5-year “grace” period 
before such payments must begin, reducing the interest 
rate on those payments, and by extending the installment 
period from 10 to 20 years. 


JOBS CREATION INCENTIVE ACT 


This legislation would encourage construction of new 
facilities and expansion of old facilities in areas experienc- 
ing unemployment in excess of 7 percent in order to in- 


crease employment opportunities in these areas. The in- 
creased construction would be encouraged by allowing 
very rapid amortization for nonresidential buildings and 
capital equipment. 


BROADENED STOCK OWNERSHIP 


Tax incentives to encourage broader ownership of 
common stock by working men and women would be pro- 
vided by this proposal. Taxes on funds invested in stock- 
purchase plans established by employers or directly by 
individuals would be deferred provided such funds are 
invested for at least 7 years. 


Crime CONTROL 
AMENDMENTS TO THE CRIMINAL CODE 


Amendments would provide for the imposition of a 
mandatory term of imprisonment in certain cases. A man- 
datory term of imprisonment would be imposed if the 
offender: (1) commits an extraordinarily serious crime 
involving kidnapping, aircraft hijacking, or trafficking in 
hard drugs; (2) commits a violent offense after previously 
having committed a violent offense. A separate amend- 
ment would provide mandatory prison sentences for any- 
one who uses a gun in the commission of a crime. This 
amendment would also ban the importation, manufacture, 
assembly, sale or transfer of cheap, easily concealable 
handguns (the so-called “Saturday Night Specials”). 


NARCOTIC SENTENCING AND SEIZURE ACT OF 1976 


This legislation would improve the ability of law en- 
forcement officials to put traffickers of hard drugs into 
prison, take the easy profits out of drug trafficking, and 
improve the capacity of law enforcement officials to detect 
and apprehend drug smugglers. Major features of the pro- 
posal would require (1) minimum mandatory prison 
sentences for persons convicted of opiate (heroin and 
similar narcotic drugs) trafficking, (2) denial of bail to 
persons arrested for opiate trafficking, (3) the forfeiture 
under certain conditions of negotiable instruments used 
or intended to be used in illegal opiate trafficking, and (4) 
masters of boats—including pleasure vessels—to report 
their arrival to Customs authorities within 24 hours. 


CRIME CONTROL ACT 


The Administration’s proposal would extend the Law 
Enforcement Assistance Administration (LEAA) for five 
years, place LEAA under the general policy direction of 
the Attorney General, authorize LEAA to allocate up to 
$50 million annually to high crime impact areas, eliminate 
provisions in current law which require maintenance of 
previous LEAA spending for juvenile delinquency pro- 
grams at the 1972 level, and place special emphasis on 
improving the operation of State and local court systems. 
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This legislation is designed to continue a vital Federal 
financial and technical assistance program to State and 
local governments so that they can improve their ability 
to enforce the law. 


JUSTICE DEPARTMENT REORGANIZATION AND REFORM 
ACT 


The proposed legislation would provide a constitutional 
means of helping curb corruption in Government. It would 
establish within the Department of Justice a permanent 
Office of Special Prosecutor, whose head would be ap- 
pointed by the President with Senate confirmation, and 
a Government Crimes Section in the Criminal Division 
to investigate and prosecute job-related criminal viola- 
tions of Federal law committed by any elected or ap- 
pointed Federal Government officer or employee. A pro- 
posed Government Crimes Section in Justice would have 
responsibility for investigating criminal violations of Fed- 
eral lobbying and campaign laws. This legislation would 
also require designated officers and employees of the Fed- 
eral Government to file comprehensive annual financial 
statements. 


SoctaL SECURITY 
SOCIAL SECURITY IMPROVEMENT AMENDMENTS 


Two legislative proposals have been submitted to Con- 
gress to help insure a secure and viable Social Security 
system. 

The “Social Security Amendments of 1976” would 
increase Social Security payroll contributions and thereby 
stop the immediate, short-term drain on the Social Secu- 
rity trust funds—which are now expected to pay out about 
$4 billion more in benefits each year than they take in. 

The “Social Security Benefit Indexing Act’ would cor- 
rect a serious flaw in the method of computing benefits 
which, if left unchanged, would create severe long-range 
financial pressures on the trust funds. The two measures 
are necessary first steps to solve both the short and long- 
range financial problems of the Social Security system. 


CATASTROPHIC HEALTH PROTECTION 
MEDICARE IMPROVEMENTS OF 1976 


The proposed “Medicare Improvements of 1976” is 
designed to provide greater protection against catastrophic 
health costs for the 25 million aged and disabled Ameri- 
cans eligible for Medicare. An estimated 3 million bene- 
ficiaries would pay less in 1977 as a result of the proposed 
annual limits of $500 for hospital services and $250 for 
physician services. The legislation would also provide for 
moderate cost-sharing for Medicare beneficiaries to en- 
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courage economical use of medical services and would slow 
down health cost inflation by putting a limit on Federal 
payments to hospitals and physicians. 


BusING 
SCHOOL DESEGREGATION STANDARDS AND ASSISTANCE ACT 


The purpose of this legislation is to maintain progress 
toward the orderly elimination of illegal segregation in 
public schools while preserving community control of 
schools. The legislation would set guidelines for Federal 
courts concerning the use of busing in school desegrega- 
tion cases. It would require that courts determine the 
extent to which acts of unlawful discrimination have 
caused a greater degree of racial concentration in a 
school or school system than would have existed otherwise 
and to confine the relief provided to correcting the racial 
imbalance caused by those unlawful acts. The legislation 
would also limit the duration of court-ordered busing, 
generally to a period of no longer than five years. 


GENERAL REVENUE SHARING AND BLocK GRANTS 


GENERAL REVENUE SHARING: EXTENSION AND REVISION 
OF THE STATE AND LOCAL FISCAL ASSISTANCE ACT 


This proposal would extend and revise the highly suc- 
cessful general revenue sharing program which expires 
on December 31, 1976. The progam would be extended 
for five and three-quarters years, and the current method 
of funding with annual increases of $150 million would 
be retained. The basic revenue sharing formula would be 
retained but the existing per capita restraint would be 
eased. Civil rights and public participation provisions 
would be strengthened while reporting requirements 
would be made more flexible. 


FEDERAL ASSISTANCE FOR COMMUNITY SERVICES ACT 


This proposal would improve and strengthen the pro- 
gam of social services established under Title XX of the 
Social Security Act. The $2.5 billion provided annually 
by the Federal Government would be distributed as a block 
grant to the States, with no requirement for State match- 
ing funds. Most Federal requirements and prohibitions on 
the use of Federal funds would be eliminated, Services to 
low-income Americans would be emphasized; Federal 
funds would be focused on those whose incomes fall below 
the poverty income guidelines. 


FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR ELEMENTARY AND SECOND- 
ARY EDUCATION 


This proposal would consolidate 24 programs of Fed- 
eral assistance to State and local education agencies for 


non-postsecondary education purposes into one block 
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grant. Three-quarters of the Federal support would have 
to be used for disadvantaged and handicapped students, 
with greater flexibility for States to target funds among 
programs in accordance with their own priorities. Admin- 
istrative requirements on the States would be greatly re- 
duced through reduction of Federal regulations and sim- 
plification of reporting procedures, and public participa- 
tion would be required in the State planning process. 


FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR HEALTH CARE ACT 


This proposal would consolidate Medicaid and 15 cate- 
gorical Federal health programs into a single $10 billion 
block grant to the States. The proposal is designed to 
overcome some of the most serious defects in the present 
system of Federal financing of health care and to permit 
States to meet their citizens’ health needs in a more effec- 
tive manner. It would achieve a more equitable distribu- 
tion of Federal health dollars among States, and eliminate 
the present State matching requirements. It would also 
reduce Federal red tape, give States greater flexibility in 
providing for delivery of health care services to those with 
low income, and expand public participation in health 
planning. 


CHILD NUTRITION REFORM ACT OF 1976 


This proposal would establish a single comprehensive 
block grant to provide Federal funds for States to feed 
needy children. It would consolidate into a single au- 
thority the fifteen complex and overlapping child nutrition 
programs currently administered by the Department of 
Agriculture, This new approach would concentrate Fed- 
eral spending on the nutritional needs of poor children, 
while eliminating the substantial Federal subsidies now 
provided for non-needy children. It would also ease the 
heavy administrative burden being imposed on State and 
local governments by the complicated requirements and 
inflexible mandates of the present programs. 


REGULATORY REFORM 
AGENDA FOR GOVERNMENT REFORM ACT 


The Agenda for Government Reform Act would au- 
thorize a major review of Federal regulatory activities. 
It would require the President, over a four-year period, to 
submit specific proposals to the Congress for the reform 
of Federal regulatory activities affecting certain sectors of 
the American economy (e.g., transportation, agriculture, 
public utilties, etc.). It is designed to produce reforms to 
guarantee that government policies do not infringe un- 
necessarily on individual choices and initiative nor inter- 
vene needlessly in the marketplace, to find better ways to 
achieve our social goals at minimal economic cost, to in- 


sure that government policies and programs benefit the 
public interest rather than special interests, and to assure 
that regulatory policies are equitably enforced. 


AVIATION ACT OF 1975 


The Aviation Act is designed to provide consumers bet- 
ter air transportation services at a lower cost by increas- 
ing real competition in the airline industry, removing 
artificial and unnecessay regulatory constraints and ensur- 
ing continuance of a safe and efficient air transportation 
system. It would introduce and foster price competition 
in the airline industry; provide for the entry of new air- 
line service; eliminate anti-competitive air carrier agree- 
ments; and ensure that the regulatory system protects 
consumer interests rather than special industry interests. 


MOTOR CARRIER REFORM ACT 


The Motor Carrier Reform Act would benefit the con- 
suming public and the users of motor carrier services by 
eliminating excessive and outdated regulations affecting 
trucking firms and bus companies. It would stimulate 
competition in these industries, increase their freedom to 
adjust rates and fares to changing economic conditions, 
eliminate restrictions requiring empty backhauls, under- 
loading, or circuitous routing, and enhance enforcement 
of safety regulations. 


FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS ACT 


The Financial Institutions Act is intended to remove 
Federal restrictions on the interest rates and services banks 
and savings and loan associations can offer to the public. 
It is designed to offer more competitive returns to small 
savers and a more diversified range of services to all bank- 
ing customers. 


ENERGY 


NEW NATURAL GAS DEREGULATION 


This bill is designed to reverse the declining natural gas 
supply trend as quickly as possible and to insure increased 
supplies of natural gas at reasonable prices to the con- 
sumer. Under the proposal, wellhead price controls over 
new natural gas sold in interstate commerce would be 
removed. This action will enable interstate pipelines to 


compete for new onshore gas and encourage drilling for 
gas onshore and in offshore areas. 


ALASKAN NATURAL GAS TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM 


This bill was designed to expedite the selection and 
construction of a system for the transportation of natural 
gas from the North Slope of Alaska to the lower 48 States 
through the establishment of new administrative and ju- 
dicial procedures. The bill is necessary because of expected 


Volume 12—Number 30 











1196 


prolonged litigation of any Federal Power Commission de- 
cision and to assure that all necessary considerations are 
brought to bear in selecting a system. The bill would 
enable reaching a decision on this vital issue by no later 
than October 1, 1977 while still providing adequately for 
the detailed technical, financial and environmental studies 
that must be completed to assure a decision in the public 
interest, with participation by both the Congress and the 
Executive. 


NUCLEAR FUEL ASSURANCE ACT 


This legislation would authorize the Energy Research 
and Development Administration to enter into cooper- 
ative agreements with private firms wishing to finance, 
build, own and operate uranium enrichment plants and 
authorize work on an addition to a government-owned 
enrichment plant. Existing capacity is fully committed. 
Additional capacity is needed to meet domestic demands 
for fuel for commercial nuclear power plants and to 
enable the U.S. to maintain its position as a leading world 
supplier of nuclear fuel and equipment for peaceful pur- 
poses. This legislation would permit a transition to a 
private competitive uranium enrichment industry, ending 
the government monopoly and avoiding the need to spend 
Federal funds for capacity that can be provided by private 
industry. 


COMMERCIAL PRICING FOR URANIUM ENRICHMENT SERVICE 


This legislation would permit the Energy Research and 
Development Administration (ERDA) to revise the basis 
for establishing its prices for uranium enrichment services 
to domestic and foreign customers. It would enable ERDA 
to include cost elements in its price which should be asso- 
ciated with a commercial-industrial activity (e.g., pro- 
visions for taxes, insurance, and return on equity). The 
bill would end an unjustifiable subsidy by the taxpayers 
to domestic and foreign customers. 


SYNTHETIC FUELS 


The Administration supports legislation to amend the 
Energy Research and Development Administration’s ex- 
isting authorities to provide $2 billion in loan guarantees 
during 1977 for the commercial demonstration of syn- 
thetic fuel production from coal, oil shale, and other 
domestic resources. A total of $6 billion in loan guarantees 
is expected to be necessary over the 1976 to 1978 period 
in order to reach the 1985 objective of 350,000 barrels 
per day of synthetic fuel production capacity. With the 
enactment of the Energy Independence Authority legisla- 
tion these ERDA projects will be transferred to the Energy 
Independence Authority. 


WINTERIZATION ASSISTANCE ACT 


This proposal would establish within the Federal En- 
ergy Administration, a grant program for States to assist 
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low income persons, particularly the elderly, in winterizing 
their homes in order to reduce the long-term consumption 
of energy. The combined savings in fuel, estimated to be 
thousands of barrels a day, would not only lessen Amer- 
ica’s dependence on imported fuels, but would also lower 
heating bills of low-income persons and families. 


BUILDING ENERGY CONSERVATION STANDARDS ACT OF 
1975 


This proposal would establish thermal (heating and 
cooling) efficiency standards for all new homes and com- 
mercial buildings to conserve energy. It is anticipated that 
this program will save the equivalent of 350,000 barrels 
of oil per day in 1985. Standards would be promulgated 
by HUD and primary responsibility for enforcement 
would be with State and local governments through 
building codes. 


UTILITIES ACT OF 1975 


This bill is designed to help restore the financial health 
of electric utilities. It would eliminate undue regulatory 
lags involved in approving proposed rate changes and 
assure that rates adequately reflect the full cost of gener- 
ating and transmitting electricity. Though many States 
have already adopted simiiar programs, enactment of the 
bill will establish certain standard regulatory procedures 
across the Nation, resulting in more equitable treatment of 
utilities. 


FEDERAL ENERGY ADMINISTRATION EXTENSION ACT 


The Administration has proposed a simple extension 
of the Federal Energy Administration for 18 months. 
This will provide the continuity needed to insure FEA’s 
ability to implement the complex programs contained in 
the Energy Policy and Conservation Act of 1975 and 
to adequately administer oil price controls. 


ENERGY INDEPENDENCE AUTHORITY OF 1975 


This Act would establish a $100 billion Energy Inde- 
pendence Authority, a self-liquidating corporation de- 
signed to encourage the flow of capital and provide 
financial assistance, through loans and loan guarantees, 
to private enterprise engaged in the development of 
energy sources and supplies important to the attainment 
of energy independence but which would not otherwise 
be financed. 

This bill also seeks to expedite and facilitate the Fed- 
eral regulatory and licensing process and to hasten the 
commercial operation of new energy technologies sub- 
sequent to the research and development phase. 


NUCLEAR POWERPLANT SITING AND LICENSING 
PROCEDURES 


This legislation is intended to shorten and improve the 
licensing process for nuclear facilities by allowing licens- 
ing procedures for reactor sites and standardized reactor 
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designs to be completed at an earlier point in time. It 
would require the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to 
assure expeditious reactor siting and licensing hearings 
consistent with the public safety, exclude from consid- 
eration any issue which has either been decided or which 
could have been raised and decided in previous proceed- 
ings, and coordinate planning and scheduling of siting 
and licensing procedures with State agencies. 


ELECTRIC POWER FACILITY CONSTRUCTION INCENTIVE 
ACT 


This legislation is designed to provide tax incentives to 
stimulate the construction of new electric power generat- 
ing facilities other than petroleum fueled generating 
plants. Construction costs of electric utilities would be 
reduced through changes in the investment tax credit 
and allowances for amortization and depreciation. These 
provisions would encourage utilities to reactivate their 
plans for the construction of nuclear plants and coal-fired 
plants that were cancelled or deferred in 1974 and 1975. 


ENERGY FACILITIES PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 


This bill is designed to expedite the development of 
energy facilities. The Federal Energy Administration 
would be required to develop a National Energy Site and 
Facility Report with appropriate Federal, State, industry 
and public input. Information in this report would be 
utilized by the Federal Government, the States and indus- 
try in developing and implementing plans to insure that 
needed energy facilities are sited, approved and con- 
structed on a timely basis. At the Federal level, FEA 
would be responsible for coordinating and expediting the 
processing of applications to construct energy facilities. 


NATURAL GAS EMERGENCY STANDBY ACT 


This legislation would provide a limited exemption 
from the regulation of natural gas in interstate commerce. 
It would grant the Federal Power Commission authority 
to allow companies which transport natural gas in inter- 
state commerce to meet the natural gas requirements of 
their high priority users by purchasing natural gas (a) 
from sources not in interstate commerce and (b) from 
other companies on an emergency basis free from the 
provisions of the Natural Gas Act, except for reporting 
requirements. 


CLEAN AIR ACT AMENDMENTS 


The Administration favors legislation which would 
stabilize auto emission standards at the levels specified 
by EPA for model year 1977 for three years and imposes 
stricter standards for two years thereafter. With respect 


to significant deterioration and stationary source stand- 
ards, changes are needed to achieve a better balance 
among environmental, energy and economic needs. 


DEFENSE 


Proposed changes to the Defense budget will be trans- 
mitted to the Congress in a separate message. These 
changes will include revised authorization and appro- 
priation requests. These changes will: 


1. Request approval of vital Defense programs deleted 
in Congressional action thus far. 

2. Request deletion of unneeded increases the Con- 
gress added to the Defense program. 

3. Request approval of a series of legislative propo- 
sals which would produce major economies without 
impairing our national defense capabilities. 


In addition to changes in the Defense budget, the Con- 
gress should enact the following legislation. 


MILITARY CONSTRUCTION APPROPRIATION 
AUTHORIZATION, FISCAL YEAR 1977 


This legislation authorizes fiscal year 1977 appropria- 
tions for new construction for Defense, the military de- 
partments and the Reserve Components. On July 2, 1976, 
H.R. 12384 was vetoed because it contained a provision 
which would have seriously restricted the Executive’s 
ability to carry out certain military base closures and 
reductions. Congress should reenact this otherwise accept- 
able legislation without the objectionable base closure 
provision. 


UNIFORMED SERVICES RETIREMENT MODERNIZATION 
ACT 


The Administration’s legislation proposes substantial 
revisions to the uniformed services nondisability retire- 
ment system designed to increase its effectiveness both as 
an element of the compensation system and as an element 
of the personnel management system. These revisions 
would be phased in gradually with appropriate provi- 
sions for saved-pay. Major features of the proposal 
include: 


—increased multipliers for members with long service 
(over 24 years). 

—an early retirement annuity for members who retire 
short of a full career (less than 30 years) with an 
increased annuity when they would have reached 
30 years of service. 

—use of the highest average basic pay for one year 
instead of terminal basic pay in computing retire- 
ment annuities. 

—integration of military and social security retirement 
benefits at age 65. 
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—payments to both voluntary and involuntary sepa- 
ratees who leave before completing 20 years of 
service. 


RESTRAINT ITEMS REQUIRING PERMANENT LEGISLATION 


1. Wage Board pay reform. 

2. Phase out commissary direct labor subsidy. 

3. Eliminate 1% “kicker” from retired pay adjust- 
ment computation. 

4. Eliminate administrative duty pay for Reserve and 
National Guard Commanders. 

5. Reduce the number of annual paid drills for the 
National Guard. 

6. Eliminate dual compensation of Federal employees 
for National Guard and Reserve annual training. 

7. Revise cadet and midshipman pay policy. 


INTERNATIONAL 
BRETTON WOODS AGREEMENT ACT AMENDMENTS 


This legislation would authorize the United States to 
accept fundamental amendments to the Articles of Agree- 
ment of the International Monetary Fund. The amend- 
ments to the Articles generally concern: members’ ex- 
change arrangements; reduction in the role of gold in the 
international monetary system; changes in the charac- 
teristics and uses of the special drawing right; and sim- 
plification and modernization of the Fund’s financial 
operations and transactions. The bill would also author- 
ize the United States to consent to an increase in its 
quota in the Fund equivalent to 1,705 million Special 
Drawing Rights. 


PROTECTION OF INTELLIGENCE SOURCES AND METHODS 


This legislation is designed to protect intelligence 
sources and methods from unauthorized disclosures. It 
provides for criminal and civil sanctions against those 
who are authorized access to such intelligence informa- 
tion and who reveal it to unauthorized persons. The bill 
contains provisions to prevent damaging disclosures of 
intelligence sources and methods in the course of prose- 
cution and also includes safeguards to adequately protect 
the rights of an accused. Injunctive relief would be pro- 
vided in those instances in which unauthorized disclo- 
sure is threatened and serious damage to intelligence col- 
lection efforts would result. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE SURVEILLANCE ACT 


This legislation is designed to ensure that the Govern- 
ment will be able to collect necessary foreign intelligence 
while at the same time providing assurances to the public 
that electronic surveillance for foreign intelligence pur- 


poses will not be abused. The proposed bill would provide 
a procedure for seeking a judicial order approving the 
use, in a particular case, of electronic surveillance to obtain 
foreign intelligence information. It also would estab- 
lish standards that must be satisfied before any such 
order could be entered. The bill follows the framework of 
existing law governing such surveillance undertaken for 
criminal law enforcement purposes, with appropriate 
adjustments to meet the special needs and purposes of 
foreign intelligence investigations. 


EXPORT ADMINISTRATION ACT EXTENSION 


This legislation would extend the Export Administra- 
tion Act from September 30, 1976, to September 30, 
1979. The Act authorizes the President to regulate ex- 
ports of U.S. goods and technology to the extent neces- 
sary to protect the domestic economy from an excessive 
drain of scarce materials, to further the foreign policy 
of the United States and to control exports when neces- 
sary for purposes of national security. The Administration 
also has requested that the maximum civil penalty under 
the Act be raised from $1,000 to $10,000 and that crim- 
inal penalties be raised from $10,000 to more meaning- 
ful levels. 


FINANCIAL SUPPORT FUND 


This legislation would authorize the President to accept 
membership for the United States in a new, $25 billion 
Financial Support Fund agreed to by the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). 
The Fund would be available for a period of two years to 
provide short to medium-term financing to participating 
OECD members faced with extraordinary financing 
needs. The proposal for the Fund was developed as part 
of a comprehensive response to the economic and financial 
problems posed by severe increases in oil prices. 

The Administration’s proposal would permit U.S. par- 
ticipation in the Fund by authorizing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to issue guarantees. The bill would authorize 
appropriations of such sums as are necessary to meet ob- 
ligations on guarantees issued by the Secretary but not to 
exceed an amount equivalent to approximately $7 billion. 


INTERNATIONAL BANK FOR RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVEL- 
OPMENT (IBRD), INCREASED UNITED STATES PARTICI- 
PATION 


This legislation would authorize the Secretary of the 
Treasury as the United States Governor to the IBRD 
(World Bank) to vote for an increase of $8.4 billion in 
the authorized capital stock of the Bank. It would also 
authorize him to subscribe, on behalf of the United States, 
to an additional 13,005 shares of capital stock and au- 
thorize appropriations of approximately $1.57 billion for 
the increase in United States participation. 
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IMPLEMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES 
AND TURKEY 


This proposed joint resolution would approve the new 
Defense Cooperation Agreement with the Government 
of Turkey and authorize the President to implement the 
Agreement. 


ECONOMIC COERCION ACT OF 1975 


This proposal would prohibit any business enterprise 
from using economic means to coerce any person or entity 
to fail to do business with or otherwise to discriminate 
against any United States person on the ground of race, 
color, religion, sex or national origin. The prohibition 
would be enforced by civil actions brought by aggrieved 
persons or by the Attorney General. 


INCREASED PARTICIPATION IN THE ASIAN DEVELOPMENT 
FUND 


This legislation would authorize appropriations of $50 
million which would permit the United States to make 
the first of three scheduled contributions to a multi-donor 
replenishment of the Asian Development Fund. 


AGRICULTURE 
U.S. GRAIN STANDARDS ACT AMENDMENTS 


The Administration proposed a bill to amend the 
United States Grain Standards Act to improve the grain 
inspection system. Specifically, the bill would: 

—retain the Federal, State and private grain inspec- 
tion system now in effect, but authorizes USDA to 
perform original inspection on an interim basis dur- 
ing suspension or revocation proceedings against an 
official inspection agency, or where other qualified 
agency or person is not willing or able to provide 
service; 

—authorize USDA to conduct monitoring activities 
in foreign ports for grain officially inspected under 
the Act; 

—eliminates the potential for conflict of interest from 
the present grain inspection system ; 

—require official inspection agencies to comply with 
certain training, staffing, supervisory and reporting 
requirements ; 

—provide for the suspension or revocation of official 
inspection agencies for violation of the Act; 

—provide for the triennial designation of all official 
inspection agencies; and, 

—require the payment of grain inspection fees which 
would make the program largely self-supporting. 


FEDERAL CROP INSURANCE ACT 


The Administration proposed a bill to amend the Fed- 
eral Crop Insurance Act and to repeal the disaster pay- 
ment provisions for feed grains, cotton, and wheat under 
the Agriculture Act of 1949. The proposed amendments 
would permit the Federal Crop Insurance Corporation 
to offer insurance on a nationwide basis on feed grains, 
cotton, and wheat and thus provide the producers of those 
commodities with protection from the financial losses at- 
tributable to crop failures. It would also permit the Cor- 
poration to reinsure policies written by private insurance 
companies thereby expanding the availability of this val- 
uable service. This program would save an estimated 
$250 million in government outlays annually and place 
the cost of and responsibility for maintaining crop in- 
surance on the producers who would benefit from it. 


RESTRUCTURE AGRICULTURE CONSERVATION PROGRAM 


The Administration proposed a bill to update the con- 
ditions under which the Federal Government provides 
financial assistance to agricultural producers for needed 
soil, water, woodland, and wildlife conservation and envi- 


ronmental enhancement measures on agricultural lands. 
Specifically, the bill would: 


—provide for financial assistance to those agricultural 
producers who are financially unable to fully carry 
out needed conservation practices; and, 

—limit financial assistance under the Act to enduring 
type practices pertaining to soil, water, woodland, 
and wildlife conservation on agricultural lands and 
emphasize long-term agreements as opposed to an- 
nual or short-term conservation practices. 


ENVIRONMENT 
FEDERAL WATER POLLUTION CONTROL ACT AMENDMENTS 


The 1976 amendments proposed to the Act would 
affect future funding of the waste water treatment grant 
program. They would focus Federal funding on the con- 
struction of treatment plants and associated interceptor 
sewers; eliminate the eligibility of that portion of each 
project designed to serve reserve capacity for future pop- 
ulation growth; and authorize the Administrator of EPA 
to extend the July 1, 1977 deadline for compliance with 
secondary treatment and water quality standards on a 
case-by-case basis for periods not to exceed six years. In 
addition, extensions of appropriation authorizations were 


proposed for FY 76 and FY 77. 


COMPREHENSIVE OIL POLLUTION LIABILITY AND 
COMPENSATION ACT 


The Comprehensive Oil Pollution Liability and Com- 
pensation Act of 1975 would establish a $200 million 
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domestic fund which would be available to compensate 
individuals who suffer damages from oil spills in U.S. 
waters, The bill would create a uniform nationwide sys- 
tem of strict liability for oil spill damages and a standard 
procedure for settlement of claims. It would also imple- 
ment two international conventions which deal with oil 
pollution caused by tankers on the high seas. 


INCOME ASSISTANCE 
NATIONAL FOOD STAMP REFORM ACT 


This proposal would concentrate food stamp program 
benefits on those truly in need, significantly improve pro- 
gram administration, and correct abuses and inequities 
of the current program. A standard deduction would re- 
place the present set of complex itemized deductions; 
eligibility would be limited to those whose net income 
is below the poverty level; families would be required to 
spend 30 percent of household income for stamps; a 
more realistic measure of actual income over the preced- 
ing 90 days would be used to determine eligibility; cate- 
gorical eligibility for public assistance recipients would 
be eliminated; and able-bodied recipients would be re- 
quired to seek, accept, and retain gainful employment. 


PROGRAM AMENDMENTS OF 
1976 


WORK INCENTIVE (WIN) 


The purpose of the Work Incentive (WIN) program 
is to help recipients of Aid to Families with Dependent 
Children (AFDC) shift from welfare to self-support 
through employment. The proposed WIN amendments 
would redesign the program to help more AFDC appli- 
cants and recipients move into the mainstream of the 
economy with greater efficiency and less cost to the tax- 
payers. It would revise WIN to ensure that employable 
AFDC applicants and recipients in WIN areas are ex- 
posed to job opportunities, and will actively search for 
and accept suitable jobs. The legislation would extend 
to AFDC applicants the employment services presently 
provided only to AFDC recipients—i.e., direct place- 
ment and labor market exposure—and would terminate 
the less effective work and training components of the 
WIN program. 


AID TO FAMILIES WITH DEPENDENT CHILDREN (AFDC) 
AMENDMENTS OF 1976 


This proposal would simplify the administration of the 
Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) pro- 
gram and focus the resources devoted to this program on 
the most needy. For example, it would standardize the 
disregard for work-related expenses, thereby eliminating 
one of the troublesome inequities of the AFDC program, 
and it would eliminate the dual work registration require- 





PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 


ment for unemployed fathers which would remove an 
extra burden on the individual and reduce administrative 
work. It would also require that an applicant for AFDC 
under the unemployed fathers program apply for and 
accept any unemployment compensation benefits to which 
he is entitled. Currently, as a result of a Supreme Court 
decision, an individual who is eligible for unemployment 
compensation benefits has the option of applying for 
either unemployment compensation benefits or AFDC 
benefits. An individual’s first recourse should be to unem- 
ployment benefits for which his employer has contrib- 
uted and to which he is entitled. 


LOW INCOME HOUSING CONTRIBUTIONS 


This proposal would amend the definition of “income” 
used in determining eligibility and maximum rental 
charges under the low-income public housing program, 
to conform the criteria used in public housing to those 
used in the lower-income housing assistance program 
under section 8 of the United States Housing Act of 1937. 
Present ‘law provides for a number of exclusions from 
income, among which are exclusions for minor children, 
extraordinary medical or other expenses, and a flat deduc- 
tion of 5 percent of the family’s gross income (10 percent 
in the case of elderly households). The amendment 
would require exclusions only for the number of minor 
children in the household and for the extent of medical 
or other unusual expenses. This would promote equity 
between tenants and public housing authorities and be- 
tween tenants and Federal taxpayers. 


UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION AMENDMENTS 


This proposal would expand coverage under the regular 
unemployment insurance system to additional groups of 
workers and would make urgently needed changes to 
strengthen the financing of the system. The permanent 
extended unemployment insurance program would be 
made more responsive to changes in the economy. A 
National Commission on Unemployment Compensation 
would be established to comprehensively study the system 
and proposed changes, and make recommendations for 
further improvements. 


VETERANS 


MEDICAL INSURANCE FOR VA HOSPITAL CARE 


Many veterans who receive free medical care at VA 
hospitals have health insurance. This proposal would re- 
quire the insurance companies to reimburse the VA for 
hospital care provided to veterans who do not have dis- 
abilities resulting from active military service. The pro- 
posal reflects the Administration’s belief that the Federal 
taxpayer should not bear the cost of treating people with no 
service-connected disabilities when to do so will benefit 
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only third parties, including insurance companies, who 
are legally liable for the disability or injury necessitating 
such treatment. ; 


TERMINATION OF VETERANS EDUCATIONAL BENEFITS 


This proposal would terminate VA education benefits 
for those men and women who decide in the future to 
enter the peacetime All-Volunteer Force. The educational 
assistance programs for veterans, from their inception, 
were designed as readjustment benefits for those who 
served during wartime. They were never intended to be 
a continuing benefit and both the World War II and 
Korean conflict GI Bill programs were terminated within 
a reasonable period after the cessation of hostilities. The 
Vietnam conflict officially ended in May 1975; the draft, 
in June 1973. With the advent of a peacetime, All-Volun- 
teer Force, GI Bill educational benefits are no longer ap- 
propriate for those who enter military service in the 
future. 


OTHER 


INDEMNIFICATION OF SWINE FLU MANUFACTURERS 


This proposal is essential to implementation of the 
National Influenza Immunization Program. Current law 
bars the Federal Government from agreeing to indemnify 
vaccine manufacturers for losses from injuries which may 
result from the Federal Government’s activities in the 
immunization program. The Administration proposal 
would enable HEW to agree to indemnify the manufac- 
turers against claims attributable to inoculation with the 
vaccine, except claims arising out of the negligence of 
the manufacturer. 


STUDENT LOAN AMENDMENTS 


This proposal would correct certain abuses in the Fed- 
eral guaranteed student loan program that have resulted 
in high default rates under that program. Specifically, the 
proposal would amend Title IV of the Higher Education 
Act to eliminate proprietary schools as eligible lenders, 
and amend the Bankruptcy Act to make student loans 
nondischargeable in bankruptcy during the five-year pe- 
riod after the first installment becomes due. The proposal 
would also prohibit borrowers who default on guaranteed 
loans from receiving a basic educational opportunity grant 
or any further guaranteed loans. 


FEDERAL IMPACT AID AMENDMENTS OF 1976 


This bill would reform the impact aid program by tar- 
geting funds only on those school districts that are truly 
adversely affected by Federal activities. It would provide 
support to local education agencies only for those children 
whose parents both live and work on Federal property. 


These people do not pay property taxes, and the Admin- 
istration believes that the Federal Government has a re- 
sponsibility to help pay the cost of educating their chil- 
dren, but not to help pay the costs of educating other 
children whose parents pay local property taxes. 


COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH PROFESSIONS EDUCATION ACT 


The Administration’s proposal would provide Federal 
support to those medical and dental schools that agree to 
meet certain conditions. Unlike prior programs of Federal 
assistance which were directed toward increasing the ag- 
gregate numbers of doctors and dentists in the Nation, the 
Administration proposal would shift the emphasis of Fed- 
eral support for health professions schools from merely 
increasing enrollments to addressing national problems of 
medical specialty and geographic maldistribution. The 
proposal is designed to produce more primary care physi- 
cians and to provide greater access to health professionals. 


HIGHER EDUCATION ACT AMENDMENT AND EXTENSION 


This bill would extend for four years those higher edu- 
cation programs which have demonstrated their effective- 
ness in meeting the post-secondary education needs of the 
Nation. The bill would extend the most effective student 
assistance programs, namely, the basic educational oppor- 
tunity grant program, the work-study program, the State 
student incentive grant program, and the guaranteed stu- 
dent loan program. Programs to strengthen developing 
institutions and the Teacher Corps program would also be 
extended. The bill would also simplify and clarify the re- 
quirements relating to accreditation and institutional 
eligibility. 


CLOSURE OR TRANSFER OF PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 
HOSPITALS 


This proposal is one of several Administration initia- 
tives designed to reform Federal financing and direct 
delivery of health care. It would authorize HEW to trans- 
fer to community use or close the eight Public Health 
Service hospitals which are underutilized and which es- 
sentially serve only one occupational group. The proposal 
reflects the conclusion that maintenance of a Federal 
hospital system for some 200,000 merchant seamen is 
an inappropriate and inefficient use of resources, par- 
ticularly in light of low hospital occupancy rates, the 
excess supply of hospital beds, the availability of alter- 
native health care facilities, and the substantial capital 
investment which would be required to continue opera- 
tion of the hospitals. 


REPEAL THE 1-PERCENT ADD-ON IN THE COST-OF-LIVING 
ADJUSTMENT OF THE CIVIL SERVICE RETIREMENT SYSTEM 


Federal civilian and military retirement systems auto- 
matically increase benefits to compensate for changes 
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in the Consumer Price Index (CPI). Since 1969, these 
automatic adjustments have included a 1% add-on which 
has been compounded with each subsequent CPI ad- 
justment. This bill would eliminate the 1% add-on provi- 
sion in the civil service retirement law which has been 
progressively over-compensating Federal retirees for 
changes in the cost of living. The Congress has passed 
legislation to eliminate the 1% add-on in the military, 
foreign service, and CIA retirement systems, but only 
if it is also eliminated for the civil service retirement 


system. 


WAGE BOARD PAY REFORM 


The basic principle governing Federal blue-collar em- 
ployees’ pay rates is that they should be comparable with 
prevailing rates and pay practices in the non-Federal 
sector in the same locality. This bill would eliminate 
aspects of present law governing wage board pay rates 
that are inconsistent with that principle and therefore 
result in Federal blue-collar workers earning more than 
their counterparts in the private sector. Among other 
things, the bill would eliminate use of wage rate data 
from outside the local area involved. It would also elimi- 
nate the present requirement for each grade to have five 
steps, and would substitute a step-rate structure that 
would accord with the predominant industry practice. 


INCREASED AUTHORIZATION FOR CERTAIN SMALL 
BUSINESS LOAN PROGRAMS 


This legislation would increase the total amount of 
loans, guarantees, and other obligations which the Small 


Business Administration (SBA) may have outstanding at 
any one time. These revised ceilings will permit SBA to 
increase the number of loans made to those small busi- 
nesses who otherwise would be unable to obtain credit 
in the private sector. 


FEDERAL PROCUREMENT ACT 


A number of recommendations made by the Commis- 
sion on Government Procurement—including proposals 
to consolidate the basic Federal procurement acts and 
modernize the provisions for awarding contracts—would 
be implemented by this bill. 


REORGANIZATION ACT EXTENSION 


This proposal would extend the President’s authority 
to submit plans for the reorganization of executive agen- 
cies to the Congress. This authority expired on April 1, 
1973. The legislation is designed to restore the authority 
necessary for the President to propose reorganization in 
order to foster both efficiency and flexibility in the struc- 
ture of the Executive branch. 





PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 


STOCKPILE DISPOSAL 


This legislation would authorize disposal from the na- 
tional stockpile and supplemental stockpile of industrial 
diamond stones, antimony, tin, and silver. The amounts 
of these four materials recommended for disposal are 
in excess of adequate stockpile requirements, and their 
sale would result in estimated receipts of $746 million in 
fiscal year 1977. 


PATENT MODERNIZATION AND REFORM ACT 


This legislation would substantially strengthen the 
American patent system by improving the strength and 
reliability of issued patents through procedural reforms 
in the patent examination and issuance process. It would 
also simplify procedures for obtaining patents, make more 
complete and precise the disclosure of information about 
technology contained in patents, and add new provisions 
concerning enforcement of patents. 


“WINTER OLYMPIC GAMES ASSISTANCE 


This legislation would authorize Federal financial as- 
sistance for the construction of certain permanent, unique 
sports facilities needed for the 1980 Winter Olympic 
Games at Lake Placid, New York. The total amount of 
special Federal assistance under both existing authorities 
and this legislation would not exceed $28 million plus 
the financing of certain increases in construction costs. 


These are important legislative proposals dealing with 
matters of the National interest, and I urge the Congress to 
move with dispatch to enact them. 

GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
July 22, 1976. 


Veto of Public Works Bill 


Statement by the President on Congressional Enactment 
of the Bill Over His Veto. July 22, 1976 


I am keenly disappointed by the action of the Congress 
in enacting, over my veto, the so-called Public Works 
Employment Act of 1976. 

The Congress has badly misjudged the real public 
interest in enacting this bill. What the Congress is saying 
in effect is that: 

—It is not sufficiently concerned about the risks of 
double-digit inflation. 

—It would rather create $4 billion worth of temporary, 
Government-funded jobs than let those same dollars go 
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to work in the private sector to produce real, rewarding, 
lasting jobs. 

—It wants the Federal Government to borrow yet 
another $4 billion from the private sector. 

—It is willing to fund jobs at a cost of $25,000 apiece 
for each year of temporary employment created. 

—And it would rather have the Federal Government 
borrow and spend yet another $4 billion than enact my 
proposed $10 billion added tax cut which would help all 
of our people. 

My concern about our unemployed citizens is second 
to none. But that concern strengthens my resolve to do 
everything I can to keep our economy on the strong, stable 
growth path we are now on—a path that does not risk 
a return to double-digit inflation and another deep reces- 
sion. My concern does not and will not stampede me into 
embracing unwise legislation. 

It is my hope that the Congress, on reflection, will agree 
with my views and not insist on providing funds to carry 
out this program. If it does insist on going ahead with this 
program, there will be no real winners but there will be 
real losers: the American people. 
note: As enacted. the Public Works Employment Act of 1976 


(S. 3201) is Public Law 94-369, which became law without the 
President’s signature on July 22, 1976. 


Reduction of Federal Paperwork 


Statement by the President on Progress Toward 
Reducing the Number of Federal Reports. 
July 23, 1976 


Last fall, I directed the Departments and Agencies of 
the Federal Government to reduce the number of repeti- 
tive Federal reports by 10 percent no /ater than July | of 
this year. 


OMB Director James T. Lynn, who has been carrying 
out this directive, has confirmed this morning that our 
goal has not only been reached but exceeded. 

As of October 31, 1975, the Departments and Agencies 
of the executive branch subject to the Federal Reports 
Act were employing 5,148 reports to collect information 
from the public. Today, there are a total of 4,504 forms 
in use. That reduction of over 600 forms represents a net 
cut of 12.5 percent and a very important first step toward 
reducing the Federal burden on the American people. 

I might note that several Agencies in the Government 
that are not subject to the Federal Reports Act have also 
made significant progress. At the Treasury Department, 
the Internal Revenue Service has achieved a net reduction 
of 724 forms, or a 31-percent cut, and the Bureau of Alco- 
hol, Tobacco and Firearms has marked up a 25-percent 
cut in its reporting system. Among the independent regu- 


latory agencies, the Civil Aeronautics Board has cut its 
reporting forms by 26 percent. 

Ordinarily, this news today would be warmly wel- 
comed, but we shouldn’t try to fool anybody. Many of 
the forms that have been abolished, while infuriating to 
those who had to fill them out, are minor in character; 
the biggest, most intricate forms remain in existence and 
must still be cleaned up. 

More importantly, as we have proceeded during the 
past year in cutting the number of Federal reports, the 
estimated number of hours required to respond to Federal 
reports has actually increased. 

Greater usage of the uniform Settlement Statement 
(HUD) and the additional reporting associated with the 
Employee Retirement Income Security Act (Department 
of Labor) added over 6,400,000 hours to the reporting 
burdens placed on American people—especially Ameri- 
can business—during this same period. 

This development is totally unsatisfactory. The people 
of this country want and deserve a break from the grow- 
ing suffocation of Federal paperwork. 

In my meeting with the Cabinet and Agency heads 
this morning, I have therefore directed that we set two 
new goals for ourselves: 

—First, I am directing the Departments and Agencies 
subject to the Federal Reports Act to cut their total report- 
ing requirements by 7 million hours by the end of fiscal 
year 1977, a 5-percent reduction. 

—Second, I am asking for the recommendations of 
those Departments and Agencies for ways that we can cut 
the reporting requirement by an additional 20 million 
hours by the end of fiscal year 1978, an additional 15- 
percent cut. This extra time would permit legislative pro- 
posals to be made, enacted, and implemented to help 
reach our goal. 

NoTE: The statement was released in connection with the President’s 


meeting with Cabinet members and agency heads to discuss his 
directives for improving the management of government. 


Swine Flu Immunization Program 


The President’s Letter to Representative Paul G. Rogers, 
Chairman of the House Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce Subcommittee on Health and the 
Environment. July 23, 1976 


Dear Paul: 

I want to convey to you once again the strong commit- 
ment of this Administration to a National Influenza Im- 
munization Program. 


Almost four months ago to the day, I announced the 
initiation of this program after a panel of the country’s 
top health, medical and scientific leaders unanimously 
recommended to me that we move forward. Those leaders 
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convinced me that a strain of virus, popularly known as 
“swine flu”, could threaten the health of our citizenry 
unless a massive, extraordinary program of national inocu- 
lations was immediately undertaken. 

I requested a special appropriation of $135 million 
from the Congress to ensure the production and distri- 
bution of sufficient swine-type influenza vaccine. I was 
gratified by the rapid response of the Congress in acting 
on my request and I signed it into law on April 15. 

Since that time we have made significant progress to- 
ward our goal of making this vaccine available to all 
Americans before the onset of an influenza season this fall. 
Nearly 90 million doses of vaccine have already been pro- 
duced; organizational efforts at the state and local levels 
for delivery of inoculations are well advanced; voluntary 
groups have been identified, briefed, and organized; and 
results of the largest pre-certification clinical field trials 
ever performed are very positive for the safety and effec- 
tiveness of the vaccine. 

Despite these accomplishments, however, we now face 
a growing problem in making this public health program 
available to the American people. 

Secretary Mathews reported to me yesterday afternoon 
that the providers of liability insurance for the vaccine 
manufacturers continue to resist our efforts to work out 
an ageement to provide insurance through normal com- 
mercial channels. It is their position that the inordinate 
size of this program makes it difficult if not impossible to 
accurately assess, and thereby reasonably insure, the po- 
tential hazards of administering the vaccine to everyone. 

Although experience indicates that there is a very low 
risk of untoward reactions to influenza vaccine, we will 
continue to pursue an agreeable compromise with these 
companies. Without essential product liability coverage, 
the vaccine manufacturers are unwilling to release the 
vaccine for use in this national program. Secretary 
Mathews reported to me that unless this liability problem 
is resolved in the next few days, the manufacturers will 
terminate their production of swine flu vaccine. All of us 
would be derelict in our responsibilities to the American 
people if this program comes to a screeching halt. 

In anticipation of just this situation, I directed Secre- 
tary Mathews on June 16 to submit legislation to the 
Congress to enable the government to assume a proper 
share of risks for the program, but not those resulting from 
negligence of the manufacturer. This measure is still under 
consideration by the Congress, but further delay, regard- 
less of the reason, could result in the failure of this program 
to meet this essential public health need for all Americans. 


I share the concern of the Congress that the vaccine 
manufacturers and insurers be held accountable. But my 
first concern is that a safe and effective vaccine be avail- 
able to all Americans who want it during the flu season. 

I am pleased that the Health and the Environment 
Subcommittee of the House Interstate and Foreign Com- 





PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 


merce Committee will hold another hearing on this im- 
portant matter. I urge you to act immediately on my 
legislative proposal. We cannot accept the fact that the 
health of all Americans can be placed in jeopardy by a 
failure to take action on this important legislation. 

While we await Congressional action—and I trust that 
the Congress will act quickly with due regard for the 
Nation’s health and safety—I have directed Secretary 
Mathews to ask for the cooperation of the manufacturers 
again to ensure that they do not terminate their produc- 
tion of this vital vaccine while negotiations continue. 

In conclusion, let me reiterate a single point: The threat 
of swine flu is very genuine. Data from both the scientific 
and medical communities support the need for an inocu- 
lation program. Clinical tests conducted to date show 
that the vaccine is both safe and effective. There is no 
excuse now to let this program—a program that could 
affect the lives of many, many Americans—bog down in 
petty wrangling. Let’s work together to get on with the 
job. 

Sincerely, 
GERALD R. Forp 
[The Honorable Paul G. Rogers, Chairman, Subcommittee on Health 


and the Environment, Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D.C. 20515] 


NOTE: This is the text of the letter presented to Chairman Rogers by 
Dr. Theodore Cooper, Assistant Secretary for Health, Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare, during his testimony before the 
Committee. 


Digest of Other 


White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. Appointments requiring Senate approval are not 
included since they appear in the list of nominations 
submitted to the Senate, below. 


July 19 

The President has accepted the following resignations: 
L. Douglas Heck as U.S. Ambassador to Niger, effective 
upon a date to be determined; and Mercedes A. Bates 
as a member of the President’s Commission on White 
House Fellowships, effective today. 

In a ceremony in the Oval Office, the President re- 
ceived diplomatic credentials from Ambassadors Hans G. 
Andersen, of the Republic of Iceland, Raul Querido 
Varela, of the Republic of Cape Verde, Arnaldo T. 
Musich, of the Argentine Republic, and Francis A. W. 
Dennis, of the Republic of Liberia. 
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July 20 

The President met with his Cabinet in the Cabinet 
Room at the White House. The main subject of discus- 
sion concerned legislation proposed by the administration 
which has not yet been acted upon by the Congress. 

The President today transmitted the following reports 
to the Congress: the Saint Lawrence Seaway Develop- 
ment Corporation 1975 Annual Report, and the Sixth 
Annual Report of the Secretary of Transportation on 
Hazardous Materials Control, Calendar Year 1975. 

In a ceremony in the Oval Office, the President pre- 
sented the Young American Medals for Bravery and 
Service. 

The President met with the National Security Council 
in the Cabinet Room at the White House. 

The President today directed George Bush, Director 
of Central Intelligence, to give an intelligence briefing to 
Democratic Presidential nominee Jimmy Carter on 
Wednesday, July 28, and to Democratic Vice-Presidential 
nominee Walter F. Mondale, if Senator Mondale desires 
a briefing. 

The President attended the first meeting of his Com- 
mittee on Urban Development and Neighborhood Re- 
vitalization. 

The President today transmitted to the Congress the 
Tenth Annual Report of the National Endowment for 
the Humanities for fiscal year 1975. 

Gov. James B. Longley, of Maine, met with the 
President. 


The President declared major disasters for the State 
of New York as a result of severe storms and flooding 
beginning about July 11, 1976, which caused extensive 
public and private property damage, and for the State 
of Missouri, as a result of severe storms and flooding be- 
ginning about July 2, 1976, which caused extensive public 
and private property damage. The President also declared 
an emergency for the State of North Dakota because of 
the impact of a drought. The President’s actions will per- 
mit the use of Federal funds in relief and recovery efforts 
in designated areas of the States. 

July 22 

The President has designated Jack L. Bowers, Assist- 
ant Secretary of the Navy, to act as the Under Secretary 
of the Navy for an interim period of 30 days, temporarily 
filling the position held by David Potter. 

The President greeted participants in the 1976 State 
Future Farmers of America Presidents’ Conference in the 
Oval Office at the White House. 

The President has accepted the resignation of Franklin 
Haydn Williams as his Personal Representative for Micro- 
nesian Status Negotiations. 


July 23 

The President has directed Secretary of Agriculture 
Earl L. Butz to send a team of Agriculture Department 
officials to California to determine the extent of crop losses 
that may result from a continuation of the strike in the 
cannery industry. 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 


Submitted July 19, 1976 

SrerHen Low, of Ohio, a Foreign Service 
officer of Class one, to be Ambassador Ex- 
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Republic 
of Zambie. 

Nancy V. Raw1s, of Georgia, a Foreign Serv- 
ice officer of Class one, to be the Alternate 
Representative of the United States of 
America for Special Political Affairs in the 
United Nations, with the rank of Ambas- 
sador. 

Jvantra AsucrartT, of California, to be an 
Assistant Secretary of the Air Force, vice 
David P. Taylor. 

Marion J. Ca.iistrr, of Idaho, to be United 
States District Judge for the District of 
Idaho, vice J. Blaine Anderson. 

Marcareta E. Wuire, of Virginia, to be a 
member of the Federal Communications 
Commission for a term of 7 years from 
July 1, 1976, vice Glen O. Robinson, term 
expired. 

Cuagies J. Urnstapt, of New York, to be a 
member of the Board of Directors of the 
National Corporation for Housing Partner- 
ships for the term expiring October 27, 
1978 (reappointment) . 

Rosert L. Harpesty, of Texas, to be a Gover- 
nor of the United States Postal Service for 
the term expiring December 8, 1983, vice 
Prederick Russell Kappel, term expired. 


Withdrawn July 19, 1976 


Marion J. CaLListzr, of Idaho, to be United 
States Attorney for the District of Idaho 
for the term of 4 years, vice Sidney E. 
Smith, resigned, which was sent to the 
Senate on December 2, 1975. 

D. C. Burnwuam, of Pennsylvania, to be a 
Governor of the United States Postal Serv- 
ice for the term expiring December 8, 1983, 
vice Frederick Russell Kappel, term ex- 
pired, which was sent to the Senate on 
April 10, 1975. 


Submitted July 20, 1976 

Davip A. CLanton, of Virginia, to be a Fed- 
eral Trade Commissioner for the unexpired 
term of 7 years from September 26, 1969, 
vice Lewis A. Engman, resigned. 

Davip A. CLanton, of Virginia, to be a Fed- 
eral Trade Commissioner for the term of 7 


years from September 26, 1976 (reappoint- 
ment). 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE—Continued 


Withdrawn July 20, 1976 


THomas SOWELL, of California, to be a Fed- 
eral Trade Commissioner for the unexpired 
term of 7 years from September 26, 1969, 
vice Lewis A. Engman, resigned, which was 
sent to the Senate on April 6, 1976. 


Submitted July 21, 1976 


Icwacio E. Lozano, JR., of California, to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States of America to 
El Salvador. 

Srantey E. SuHmx, of Connecticut, to be 
Comptroller of the Currency, vice James E. 
Smith, resigned. 

H. Guyrorp Srevesr, of the District of Colum- 
bia, to be Director of the Office of Science 
and Technology Policy (new position). 

JosEerH R. Focarty, of Rhode Island, to be a 
member of the Federal Communications 
Commission for the unexpired term of 7 
years from July 1, 1971, vice Charlotte T. 
Reid, resigned. 

Patrick J. De.tangy, of New York, to be a 
member of the Securities and Exchange 
Commission for the term expiring June 5, 
1981, vice A. A. Sommer, Jr. 


Submitted July 22, 1976 


DonaLtp G. Brorzman, of Colorado, to be 
United States District Judge for the Dis- 
trict of Colorado, vice Alfred A. Arraj, 
retiring. 

THappeus A. GarreETT, Jr., of Ohio, to be a 
Commissioner of the Consumer Product 
Safety Commission for a term of 7 years 
from October 27, 1975, vice Richard O. 
Simpson, term expired. 

The following-named persons to be members 
of the Board of Directors of the Corpora- 
tion for Public Broadcasting for terms ex- 
piring March 26, 1982: 

CHARLEs H. CRUTCHFIELD, of North Caro- 
lina, vice Robert 8. Benjamin, term 
expired. 

CiypDE M. Reep, of Kansas, vice Frank E. 
Schooley, term expired. 

CHARLES W. ROLL, Je., of New Jersey, 
vice Thomas W. Moore, term expired. 

LEsLiz N. Suaw, of California, vice Vir- 
ginia Bauer Duncan, term expired. 

Pau. M. Stevens, of Texas, vice Jack 
Wrather, term expired. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributed 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released July 17, 1976 


Advance text: remarks at the Connecticut 
State Republican Convention, Hartford, 
Conn. 
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CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES—Continued 


Released July 22, 1976 


Advance text: remarks on signing message 
to Congress urging congressional action on 
legislative priorities before adjournment 

News conference: on the President’s message 
to Congress urging congressional action on 
legislative priorities before adjournment— 
by James T. Lynn, Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


January 4, 1974 


EDITOR’s NOTE: In accordance with the order 
of the United States District Court for the 
District of Columbia [Kennedy v. Jones, et 
al., Civil Action No. 74-194, D.D.C. 1976], a 
bill became law on January 4, 1974. The 
legislative number, public law number, and 
title of the act are as follows: 


EE Public Law 93-650 
An act to amend the Urban Mass Trans- 
portation Act of 1964 to permit financial 
assistance to be furnished under that Act 
for the acquisition of certain equipment 
which may be used for charter service in 
@ manner which does not foreclose private 
operators from furnishing such service, 
and for other purposes. 


November 21, 1974 


EDITOR'S NOTE: In accordance with the order 
of the United States District Court for the 
District of Columbia [Kennedy v. Jones, et 
al., Civil Action No. 74-194, D.D.C. 1976], a 
bill became law on November 21, 1974. The 
legislative number, public law number, and 
title of the act are as follows: 


Be Be nicccenscons Public Law 93-651 
An act to extend the authorizations of 
appropriations in the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973 for one year, to transfer the Re- 
habilitation Services Administration to the 
Office of the Secretary of Health, Educa- 
tion, and Welfare, to make certain tech- 
nical and clarifying amendments, and for 
other purposes; to amend the Randolph- 
Sheppard Act for the blind; to strengthen 
the program authorized thereunder; and 
to provide for the convening of a White 
House Conference on Handicapped Indi- 
viduals. 


July 22, 1976 

EDITOR'S NOTE: On July 22, 1976, a bill became 
law without the President’s signature. 8. 3201 
was vetoed by the President in a message to 
the Senate on July 6, 1976 [see page 1138 of 
this volume of the Weekly Compilation of 
Presidential Documents]. The veto was over- 
ridden by the Senate on July 21, 1976, and by 
the House of Representatives on July 22, 
1976. The legislative number, public law 
number, and title of the act are as follows: 


Oi Bei ibtintteviasennntann Public Law 94-369 
Public Works Employment Act of 1976. 
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